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These Considerations 


Time present and time past 
Are both perhaps present in time future, 
And time future contained in time past 
T. S. Eliot. Burnt Norton 


No excuses for much of this current Considerations taking a deep 
backward look. Isaac Starkman’s prediction that Texas Governor Bush 
will become the next US President is the exception. That apart, our au- 
thors have been examining how planets have influenced past events. 

Anne Whitaker goes back just a couple of years, to the last 4 o ik. 
She completes her insightful three-part study that has explored how the 
conjunction changed the lives of different people. 

Doug Smith crosses over into each of the last three centuries, tracing 
various crises in dynastic China and identifying their astral signatures. 
This fascinating article describes events that may be unfamiliar to some, 
their nature can only aid us into having a better understanding of the ac- 
companying planetary configurations. 

As promised in the last issue, Rumen Koley explains how the exist- 
ing evidence suggests that the astrologer-priests in ancient Babylon ob- 
served the sky and laid the foundation for our subject. He illustrates a 
method they may have used for making predictions. 

Centuries before the creation of the earliest records to come down to 
us from Babylon, events occurred elsewhere that demonstrate distinct 
astrological influences. My article on Rome identifies a couple of these. 

Today’s Horary astrologers are often accused of being quaint, old- 
fashioned, and utterly rigid in their adherence to centuries-old rules. 
Nonetheless, unlike those who insist on including the latest piece of ce- 
lestial rock in their ever-expanding, flexible charts, these stubborn ad- 
herents to the ways of William Lilly and his predecessors are usually 
correct in their predictions. Ruth Baker and Elaine Krengle give more 
examples, while Olivia Barclay provides the first part of what will be a 
step-by-step series of articles that explain the basics of the Horary art. 

Perhaps we need to be shy about what is awaiting us in the new mil- 
lennium. This month, May, we experience the final 4 ¢ % in an Earth 
sign. It occurs along with a gathering of all of the classical planets in 0. 
The conjunction has occurred in the Earth element since 1842; a long 
time, during which many parts of the world have welcomed improved 
economic prosperity, but have done so only after experiencing the hor- 
rors of total war. 

The immediate effect of the new millennium’s first eclipse, last Feb- 
tuary o , the planet many associate with our craft, certainly made us 
pause. We associate it with the deaths of three highly esteemed astrolo- 
gers: Robert “Buz” Myers, Alexander Marr, and Charles Harvey. Each 
one will be sadly missed. 
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The Presidential Elections of 2000 
ISAAC STARKMAN 


Usually, when the exact day is known ahead of time, as in a case like 
this presidential election, a prediction is quite easy if we have a well- 
rectified chart for at least one candidate and we use well-established pre- 
diction techniques. 

The rectified charts I am using are: 


George W. Bush 

Radix: 6 July 1946 at 11.24.23 UT, 41N18’ 72WS6’. 

Epoch: 15 Oct 1945 at 15.44.38 UT —\ ¢ MC (with ¥) receiving an ap- 
plying trine from the ). , exactly on the Dese, is 4 © in 10th house. 


Al Gore 
Radix: 31 Mar 1948 at 17.51.17 UT, 38N54’ 77W02’. 
Epoch: 5 July 1947 at 09.36.52 UT. 


Tipper Gore 
Radix: 19 Aug 1948 at 06.38.27 UT, 38N54’ 77W02’ 
Epoch: 16 Nov 1947 at 20.15.34 UT. 


George Bush 
Radix: 12 June 1924 at 15.38.52 UT, 42N15’ 71W05’. 
Epoch: 23 Sep 1923 at 07.59.52 UT. 


Barbara Bush 
Radix: 8 June 1925 at 11.11.45 UT, 40NS9’ 73W41’ 
Epoch: 25 Aug 1924 at 22.20.08 UT 


EORGE W. BUSH’S main primary directions (Dual Test, in 
G: Topocentric system) for the Presidential Election on 7 Nov 
2000 are: 
AscAQE/EO? MC4)RRI1’ Ox REO’ victory after struggle 
D*QEHRA’ y¥~TMIRR4Y YaPRRE4’ 
D*ORES SoNIRR8 KaADRED 


There are some few negative aspects that could imply he will be dis- 
appoint from the results, but the large positive aspects and the 
complete absence of directions involving » assure him victory. 
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George W. Bush (Starkman rectification) 
11:24:23 UT, 6" July 1946 
41N18, 72W56 


The main secondary directions: 


Direct Converse 
OP KE/E3’ Do }re R/RO’ couldn’t be better aspect! 
VPOREV Va)RR2’ 
Me @ERS’ Asco KR/R4’ 
QrORES 8S AscR/EO’ 
DaXK RRB’ 
YAKRRI 


PSSR: 
2*9E/El’ B«¥R/E2’ 4 ~ HI R/R 4? 


PaMCEE6@ JalIERG «PRR 
ya E/E 8? XK ATIR/E 9” 
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Bush’s transits for 8 Nov 2000, at 04.00 UT: 


Direct Prenatal 
4 2MC 2’ PB * Asc 7’ 
Wa) 15’ co 4 MC56’ 
Q4MC 18’ 


George W. Bush's main primaries for 
Inauguration Day, 20 Jan 2001: 


AsctOERI? VIP YEE VIAOEE1’ 
Q*MCR/E2’ MC*QE/E3’ Ke ¥R/R3’ 
Y*xORE4 MCao¥RE4 8 VIRRII 


Inauguration Secondaries: 


Direct Converse 
DoAscE/E9'  DxAscR/E0’ 
J * Asc E/E 16° 


Transits for 20 Jan 2001 17.00 UT: 


Za) 4 OaxXI120’ 
Yo XI5l QeO 52’ 


In the Tropical Solar Return for his Epoch, cast for Austin, Texas, 
Governor Bush has © ¢ Desc and K * radical ASC. 

In the Precessed Solar Return the O is exactly on MC. 

In the converse precessed Solar Return, 4 is on IC, and the ©, K and 
) are rising. Q & to radical ASC and P. 4 radical MC (orb 0”). 


L GORE 
The Vice President has the following main primaries on 7 Nov 
2000: 


h*xMCERO JOUR/RO’ DPHRRI1’ 
Ko REI’ Koe®E/E1? ASCOPR E/R2’ 
oe DR/R2’ Bok ER2’ ¥x) R/E3’ 
YoASCRR4 OalERS’ 


Gore has three very negative angular aspects, four aspects involve 
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Al Gore (Starkman rectification) 
5.51.17 PM UT, 31st March 1948 
38N54’ 77W02’. 


Secondaries: 


Direct Converse 
©ox0BEl’ )oMCERO’ 
oo ASC EE 5’ 

XII ¢ 4 R/R 10° 
PSSR: 


HzDRRO HOSRRS’ Ye SARRO’ 
Transits for 8 Nov 2000, 04.00 UT: 


Direct Prenatal 
Oc8&ar,3’ Xo 12’ 
¥ & ASC S’ $x cf 19” 
dva)42’ + o X11 33’ 
#0356 
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Vice President Gore's main primaries for 20 Jan 2001: 


oo XIIR/RO’ HaAQERI’ 
DoMCE/E2 «II E/E4 
YoSRRT mM”) ERT’ 
XIl¢ 7 RR 10° 


Secondaries: 
Direct Converse 
Ilo 4 RES’ OuollE/E2’ 
Ie ¥ ERT’ lce}REO 
MCA¥RR8’ DPHERD 
DOVER 1O YaREII’ 


PSSR: DOBRO’ 


Transits for 20 Jan 2001 17.00 UT: 


Direct Prenatal 
o¢B&O417 So¥ 2 
RPh 36’ GPF 30° 


In Gore’s Tropical Solar Return, is exactly on ASC. In his precessed 
Solar Return o and * are on the Descendant. 
According to the astrological conditions demonstrated here: the Texas 
governor, George W. Bush will be the next US president. 
Additional analysis of the charts of close family members only sup- 
ports the above result. As an example, here are the main primaries and 
secondaries for Barbara Bush on Inauguration Day, 20 Jan 2001: 


Primaries: 


VeASCRRI’ #AVRR2’ VeEDREF 
ASC 4a ¥R/ES’ Y~IIR/RS’ 4 *MCE/EG’ 


Il & @ RE 10° 
Secondaries: 
Direct Converse 
DoPRE Il’ ‘oe @E/EI’ 
ASC * ) R/E7’ 
OcVEEIl 
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The Essence of Babylonian Astrology 
RUMEN KOLEV 


/ HE PICTURE of the celestial firmament, directly observed by 
the unaided eyes of the astrologer, was the essence of the 
Babylonian Astrology. It was an observational Astrology 
where the direct experience of the sky was of utmost impor- 

tance. Light and color upon the canvas of the sky: the true picture that 
God draws for us every moment. In the day it is light blue, lit with solar 
light. In the night, it is ultramarine, dotted with points of light, the stars 
and planets: white, blue, orange or yellow. 

The Babylonian day began and ended with the sunset. The night fol- 
lowed first, then the day. Night was divided into six equal hours, as was 
the day. The transition from night to day is a powerful event when the 
celestial firmament is lucid with all colors of the rainbow. Sunset and 
sunrise are processes that can last for up to two hours. Sunrise starts in 
the deepest night when the astrologer first sees the faintest halo of light 
on the eastern horizon. Forty minutes before the © rises, its halo around 
the horizon has all colors of the rainbow. Twenty minutes later, the 
whole horizon is encircled with a true, gigantic rainbow. At this moment 
the swallows swirl and chirp high in the sky, celebrating the new day. 
The Babylonian astrologer looked at the sky with eyes of an artist. If he 
saw a planet rising in the powerful solar halo, he was seeing a jewel in 
the crown of the ©. He saw this as an omen for the day that was to fol- 
low. If this happened on the sunrise of the first day of the year, he saw it 
as an omen for the whole year. 

The first day of every month was the one when the New Crescent of 
the Moon was observed for the first time after being invisible. How does 
the first lunar sickle look? What color? Does it come up high or low in 
altitude? For how long can it be observed in the sky before it sets? In 
which direction are its horns pointing? Are any planets or stars visible 
close to it? All these were observed and recorded in a state more medita- 
tional than inquisitive. The sunset of the first appearance of the New 
Crescent was the omen of the month that followed. Similarly, the sunset 
of each day was the omen of the night that followed. 

The time of the New Crescent and the remaining Babylonian lunar 
phases and also the time of appearance of the planets and the stars may 
be quite different for different latitudes and longitudes. The first day of 
the Babylonian month in Israel may be days apart from that in Canada. 
More than that! Clouds, storms, winds and other weather and atmos- 
pheric phenomena were also taken in account. This all made Babylonian 
Astrology impossible without the personal, direct observation of the 
astrologer. And what he saw was valid only for his city, since the New 
Crescent may appear bright at one place and dim twenty miles away. 
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The most important times for observations in Babylonian Astrology 
were the times of the sunset and sunrise. Not just the moment of the vis- 
ual sunset and sunrise, when the © is exactly at the horizon, but the 
whole process of the light-transformation of the sky that may last for 
more than two hours. If the astrologer observed planets or stars rising in 
the east during the process of the sunrise, he would have seen them in the 
solar light-halo and on different backgrounds of color depending on the 
brightness of the planet or star. 9 on the day of its first morning appear- 
ance, coming up around thirty minutes before visual sunrise, will be seen 
on the background of a lucid orange sky, only 2 or 3 degrees above the 
horizon -- a most powerful experience. ? may be seen on a yellow-green 
background, one hour before visual sunrise. 

The same applies for the sunset, but if we see planets close to the so- 
lar sunset-halo, these planets will be ‘evening stars’. At the present mo- 
ment (February-March 2000), o”, 4 and % can be seen in the western sky 
after sunset. 2 can be still seen as a 'morning star’. 

In addition to these heliacal phases, the planets and the stars have 
other phases that were taken into account in the Babylonian Astrology. 
Altogether, 2 and § may have six; o”, 4 and * eight, and the stars six 
distinct heliacal phases. The ) also has six different heliacal phases and 
consequently the Babylonian month is divided into six periods, I should 
clearly state that the Babylonian lunar phases had little in common with 
the lunar phases of the present age’. 

The Babylonian first day of the New Year was Nisan 1, when the 
New Crescent was being observed for the first time with the © being in 
tropical T. The sunset and sunrise on that day were observed carefully, 
since they both are the omens of the whole year that follows. The helia- 
cal phases of the planets, the colors, intensity and brightness of the solar 
halo, the atmospheric conditions, the clouds and the winds on that day 
were extremely important. 

For those wishing to experience the sky at these key astrological 
times, I will list a few days of the )’s New Crescent and Last Crescent at 
New York City. These computations were made with the first proto- 
version of the program ‘Babylonia’. 

New Crescent: This occurs when, shortly after sunset, you can see the 
lunar sickle in the west for the first time after conjunction. 


"In Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos there are many traces from Babylonian Astrology. In 
fact, we cannot fully understand Ptolemy if we do not know Babylonian Astrol- 
ogy. In book I, chapter 8, Ptolemy describes the temperament and influences of 
the Moon in her different phases. Unfortunately the word avatody meaning 
‘Rise! is translated as New Moon in many translations. It should be New Cres- 
cent. Cardan in his commentaries of the Tefrabiblos translates it correctly as 
oriens (rise). The New Crescent is the appearance of the lunar crescent shortly 
after sunset on the west. 
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Last Crescent: When, before sunrise, you see the lunar sickle in the 
east for the last time. The following night you will not see it. 


Babylonian Lunar Gregorian 
Month Phenomena Month 
ADDAR 
01 Addar New Crescent | Sunset, 7 March 2000 
27 Addar Last Crescent | Sunrise, 3 April 2000 
28 & 29 Addar: ) not seen Sunset 3 April — Sunset 5 April 
NISAN The first day of Nisan was the first day of the new 
Babylonian year. It was a very important day. 

01 Nisan New Crescent | Sunset, 5 April 2000 
28 Nisan Last Crescent | Sunrise, 3 May 2000 
29 & 30 Nisan ) not seen Sunset 3 May — Sunset 5 May 
AIRU 
01 Airu New Crescent | Sunset, 5 May 2000 
27 Airu Last Crescent | Sunrise, 1 June 2000 
28 & 29 Airu ) not seen Sunset, 1 June — Sunset 3 June 
SIMAN 
01 Siman New Crescent | Sunset, 3 June 2000 
28 Siman Last Crescent | Sunrise, 1 July 2000 
29 Siman ) not seen Sunset 1 July — Sunset 2 July 
DUUZ 
01 Duuz New Crescent | Sunset, 2 July 2000 
28 Duuz Last Crescent | Sunrise, 30 July 2000 
29 & 30 Duuz ) not seen Sunset 30 July — Sunset 1 August 
ABU 
01 Abu New Crescent | Sunset, | August 2000 
28 Abu Last Crescent | Sunrise, 29 August 2000 
29 Abu ) not seen Sunset 1 August — Sunset 29 Aug 
ULUL 
01 Ulul New Crescent | Sunset, 30 August 2000 
28 Ulul Last Crescent | Sunrise, 27 September 2000 
29 Ulul ) not seen Sunset 27 Sep — Sunset 28 Sep 


Finally, TASHRIT: The first day of Tashrit was the first day of the New 
Year in Shumer. Its old name was Akkitu, which was the New Year Fes- 
tival. Later, it was still celebrated as the beginning of the religious year 
in Babylonia. It was a very important day. 


01 Tashrit 


New Crescent 


Sunset, 28 September 2000 


Astrological Prognosis in Babylon 


RUMEN KOLEV 


V ARLY IN THE last century Kugler’ showed that the heliacal 
| phases’ of the planets were the central point of interest for the 
Babylonian priests.’ Indeed, the heliacal phases of the planets 
are all visual phenomena, observable in the sky. It’s quite 
natural that the ‘ominous’ Babylonian thinking would be interested more 
in the appearance of the sky than in its math logic. The Babylonian priest 
was both an astronomer and an astrologer. It is quite logical to assume 
that what was important in the Procedure Texts and the Ephemeris, was 
important and used in the astrological prognosis. We may even reverse 
the assertion and suggest that the Babylonian Planetary Theory as a 
whole developed to answer the demands of Astrology. Astrology de- 
manded that the heliacal phases be computed and known for its own 
prognosis purposes. Astronomy complied. This is not only common 
sense, inasmuch that we can see the fact that the whole culture of Baby- 
lonia seems to imply exactly this. 

In 1952 A. J. Sachs translated and commented on nine Babylonian 
Horoscopes’ all dated from the Seleucid era (ranging from -409 to -114). 
The table on the next page shows the times of the day-night, for which 
these horoscopes were cast, as recorded on the tablets. 

In summary, we can say that one horoscope is timed with an accuracy 
of four minutes (one ush), five horoscopes have a precision of four tem- 
poral hours (one night watch) and three are correct within twelve tempo- 
ral hours. 

Horoscope MLC 1870 from Uruk is the richest in astrological prog- 
nosis. Line 24 "the 36th year he will have wealth" is the most striking. 
We have here a clear astrological prognosis for the 36" year of life (of 
the native). 

The question is: How did they do this? 

Astrological systems for exact prognosis could be either astronomical 
or numerical. 

The astronomical systems reached their apogee in the Greco-Roman 
Astrology and most notably in Ptolemy. His a8eotc directio® (primary 
direction) of one point to another, are calculated with the horary times 
(night or day semi-ares) of the points in question.’ Here four minutes of 


? Kugler, Sternkunde und Sterndienst in Babylon, 1907-1924. 

> Most notably the first appearances and last visibilities. 

+ See K. Schoch, Planeten-Tafeln, 1927; Van der Waerden, Babylonische 
Planetenrechnung, 1957; O. Neugebauer, Babylonian Planetary Theory, 1954. 

5 BM 33667 is translated and commented by Kugler. BM 35516 by Epping. 

© In the Latin language authors. 

7 Ptolemy, ‘Tetrabiblos, edited by Robbins’, 1956. Book III, chapter 10, Mepi 
yxpovwv Caric (Of Length of Life). 
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time correspond to one year of life. They require a birth time with preci- 
sion of minutes. 


Stated 
Tablet Dated Text Precision 
of the 
birth time 
BM 34567, 2 | -116 “30 beru (ush) before sunrise’ | 4 minutes? 
= 2 equinoctial hours before 
sunrise 
BM 34567, 1 | -114 “before sunrise’ =?= last 4 temporal 
watch? hours? 
BM 34567, 3 | -153 ‘middle watch of the night’ 4 temporal 
hours 
BM 35516 -141 “beginning of the night’ 4 temporal 
= first watch? hours 
BM 33667 -257 “beginning of the night’ 4 temporal 
= first watch? hours 
MLC 2190 -234 | ‘last part of the night’=last | 4 temporal 
watch? hours 
MLC 1870 -262 ‘in the night’ 12 temporal 
hours 
AB 251 -409 | ‘in the night’ 12 temporal 
hours 
BM 33741 -229 ‘in the night’ 12 temporal 
hours 


In these systems, we may say that one shorter time period is assumed 
to correspond to another, longer time period. In the Ptolemaic afeoio 
(directio) e.g., four minutes after the birth correspond to one year of life. 
In the Babylonian Astronomy and Astrology the corresponding value is 
one ush (four minutes). The duration of the visibilities of the planets 
(most often the )) for a certain day, after sunset, were recorded in ush. 
This may have been used in astrological prognosis as well, in close paral- 
lel with Ptolemy’s method of directions. 

The numerical systems assume a certain constant movement of the 
planets corresponding to one year of life. Most often this movement is 
along the ecliptic with one degree = one year. These systems are to be 
found in Arab astrologers from the 10" century onward.* 

The profectiones’ of Ptolemy are also numerical methods. They are 
counted on the ecliptic using three different measures: one zodiacal sign 


* D. .Pingree in Horoscopes from the Cairo Geniza, 1976 ascribes this to Abu 
Mashar (De Revolutionibus Nativitatum). Pingree does not mention Ptolemy’s 
method in this article. The two methods are quite different. Ptolemy’s is much 
more complicated than Abu Mashar’s. 

° This is the term used by the Latin language authors like Argolus, Cardanus, L. 
Gauricus and others 
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= one year, one zodiacal sign = one lunar month and one zodiacal sign = 
2 days.’° It is striking to find the two last relations in Babylonia: in 
TCL VI No.14, obverse, lines 9-12, where one zodiacal sign, T, is 
equated with 30 days and 2% days. 

Of course, Ptolemy may have simplified an earlier (Babylonian?), 
more detailed system that equates: ‘two hours (one Kash-bu) = one 
year’'', ‘one day = one year’, and ‘one day = one lunar month’. This 
system would be computed the same way as his aQeoto, but with differ- 
ent time measures.'? The reason for Ptolemy to simplify these quicker 
aQeois may lie in their multitude and the complexity of the computa- 
tions. Additionally, simplification would not take too big a toll on their 
precision, having in mind the small time measures involved. 

It's worth mentioning that some translators of Ptolemy, like Pfaff, are 
of the opinion that Ptolemy himself explained the computation of the 
profectiones exactly the same way as his directions, with only the time 
measure being different. If so, then the simplification of the Ptolemaic 
‘profectiones' from a highly sophisticated astronomical method to a crude 
numerical one was a deed of later astrologers who misunderstood him! 

Since the birth time in MLC 1870 has a precision of twelve temporal 
hours, for prognosis we can only use the time measures of ‘one day = 
one year’ or ‘one day = one lunar month’. 

We will experiment with one day = one year, assuming that the Baby- 
lonian astrologers had an astronomical basis for their prognosis.'? So, we 
will equate one day with one year of life and then compute the important 
heliacal phenomena around the 36" day after the birth-time. 


Horoscope MLC 1870 
The horoscope is for SE 48 year (-262), 23” of Adar, night. Sachs re- 
constructed the Julian date as -262, 4 of April, night. 1 will assume a 
time after midnight of the 23" Adar as the birth time. This means that 
the first night hour of Adar 24" would start around 0.75 days after the 
birth. This would be -262, April 4" after sunset. 

First we will find the next first appearance of the ). This will show 
whether the month Adar in SE 48, had 29 or 30 days. '* This is necessary 


'° Tetrabiblos, book IV, chapter 10. 

'' ‘The relation ‘two hours (one Kash-bu) = one year’ may be the original of ‘one 
zodiacal sign = one year’ since one zodiacal sign needs roughly two hours (one 
Kash-bu) to cross the Meridian. The same applies to the other time measures. 

®? Julius Wilhelm Pfaff was of the same mind in his translation of the 
Tetrabiblos, 1823. 

The excellent astronomical knowledge shown in all nine horoscopes, implies 
that the astrologers who made them would be more prone to the scientific astro- 
nomical methods of prognosis, than to the hypothetical numerical ones. 

'S What is relatively simple to compute nowadays, at least with computer pro- 
grams such as Placidus 3.0, must initially have been an extraordinary problem 
for early man. Interested readers can read a clear explanation of the problem 
and of the ingenious way the Babylonians resolved it in Neugenbauer’s The Ex- 
act Sciences of Antiquity (Dover Publications, 1969), pages 106-127—Kditor. 
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because the Babylonian calendar was truly lunar; that is to say, the 
‘month’ began with the evening when the new crescent was for the first 


time visible shortly after sunset. 
All computations and graphics used here are made with the computer 


program Placidus version 3.0. 
31N15 is used for the geographic latitude of the birthplace (which is 


assumed to be Uruk). 


Figure 1: SE 48, Adar 30. -262, April 10, first night hour after sunset. 
The celestial sphere observed from outside. (Graphic is from the com- 
puter program Placidus 3.0) 


6% days after the birth the first night hour of Adar 30 begins. 


o,-Aleyone 


According to Schoch’s tables of the ) is still invisible. '* 

The difference in azimuth between the © and ) is around 1.5°. 

According to Table K on page 14 of Schoch, the © must be at least 
10.6° below the horizon for the ) to be visible when it sets following the 
O, i.e. Table K gives the required min-imum altitude of the © as h = 
10.6° below the horizon. 

As Figure 1 illustrates, when the ) is on the horizon, the altitude of 
the © is only 6%° below the horizon. 

Thus the ) is still invisible. Adar of SE 48 (or —262) has had 30 days. 


'S Karl Schoch, Planeten-Tafein fuer Jedermann, 1927 
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Figure 2: 
SE 48, Nisan 1; -262, April 11, first night hour after sunset 


2 
® 


7% days after the birth time, the first night hour of the Ist of Nisan 
starts. The ) is visible after sunset. 

The difference in azimuth between the © and ) is less than 1°. 
Schoch’s Table K states the required minimum altitude of the ©, h= 
10.7° below the horizon. 

With the ) several degrees above the horizon, the altitude of the O 
for this time is 13° below the horizon. 

As Figure 2 illustrates, the ) was visible at this time. 

The month Nisan this year should have had 29 days, because the day 
of the next first appearance of the ) in the west after sunset, will be on 
the 30th day after Adar 30th. This means that Nisan will have had had 
29 days and Airu 1" is 36.75 days after the birthday (see Figure 4). 

The following listing should clarify this: 


Midnight on Adar 23 birth (4 April —262) 

1st night hour of Adar 24 —_0.75 days from birth 

1st night hour of Adar 30 6.75 days from birth 

Ist night hour of Nisan01 7.75 days from birth 

Ist night hour of Nisan 25 31.75 days from birth 

Ist night hour of Nisan 29 35.75 days from birth 

1st night hour of Airu 01 36.75 days from birth (10 May —262) 


Kolev; Astrology in Babylon 


@ was invisible at the birth. 

According to Peter Wirth's data’® the Babylonian value for arcus vi- 
sionis of 2 as an evening star, ranges from 5.6° to 7.9°. 

The difference in azimuth between the © and 9, after sunset, in the 
period between Nisan 18 and Airu 1, is around 2.5°. This is a small 
value, taking into account that for the appropriate angle between the ho- 
rizon and the ecliptic and maximum latitude of 9, it may reach around 
20°. 


ARCUS VISIONIS FOR , NISAN 18 to AIRU 1, 
©-@ azimuth difference = 2.5° 


Day Date arcus Mag. days after g 

in -262 visionis birth visibility 
for 2 iz 
Nisan 18 28 Apr 5:2? -3.9 24.75 invisible 
Nisan 19 | 29 Apr a 25.75 invisible 
Nisan 20 | 30 Apr ig 26.75 invisible 
Nisan 21 1 May 2775 invisible 
Nisan 22 2 May 6.0° 3.9 28.75 invisible 
Days of probable first appearance as an evening star: 

Nisan 25 5 May 7.0° 3.9 31.75 ? 

Nisan 26 6 May Te 3.9 32.75 2 

Nisan 27 7 May Y= i -3.9 33.75. ? 

Nisan 29 9 May 7.8° 3.9 35.75 i 

Airu 1 10 May 8.3° 3.9 36.75 visible 


The smaller the O-@ azimuth difference after sunset, the closer 9 will 
be to the light-halo around the sunset (and the more difficult to observe). 
Consequently, the required arcus visionis of 2 increases with the de- 
crease of the O-@ azimuth difference. 

I would assume that with 2.5° degrees of azimuth difference, the re- 
quired arcus visionis should be around the maximum values: between 
7.3° and 7.9°. 

This places the day of the first visibility of 2 between 27 Nisan and 
Airu 1. 


© Peter Wirth, Venusdaten in spaethabylonischen astronomischen Texten, 1976 
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Figure 3: SE 48, Airu 1; -262, May 10, first night hour after sunset 


3 
4°57" Alt prm 


HORIZON 


OH 
-0°00' Alt a 


Od 
-8°21' Alt prm 


36.75 days after the birth-time, the first night hour of the Ist of Airu 
begins. 

With 2 exactly on the horizon, the altitude of the © at this time is 8.3° 
below the horizon. 

is visible as an evening star. 


Kolev: Astrology in Babylon 


Figure 4: SE 48, Airu 1; -262, May 10, first night hour after sunset 


36.75 days after the birth-time, the first night hour of the Ist of Airu 
starts. The ) is visible after sunset together with 2 as an evening star. 

The azimuth difference between © and ) is less than 1°. Schoch’s 
Table K on page 14 shows the required minimum altitude of the O, h = 
10.7° below the horizon. 

Figure 4 illustrates that when the ) is exactly on the horizon, the alti- 
tude of the Sun is 13° below the horizon. 

This confirms that the ) is visible after sunset. 


We now know that: 
1. Between 33.75 and 36.75 days after the birth 2 made its first ap- 
pearance as an evening star. 
2. 36.75 days after the birth time, in the first night hour of Ist of 
Airu, the ) was visible on the western horizon for the first time. 
2 was also visible as an evening star just below the ), maybe for 
the first time. 
Two heliacal phenomena of immense importance in Babylonian As- 
tronomy, the first visibility of the ) with 2 as an evening star occurred 
36.75 days after the birth-time in the sign of 8. 


Considerations XV. 2 


Is this the astronomical basis for the prognosis on line 24, "the 36th 
year he will have wealth”? 

The astrological connection between , 5 and even the ) with money 
is well recorded, at least in the Greco-Roman Astrology. 

The importance of the heliacal phases of the planets is, beyond doubt, 
well evidenced in Babylonian Astronomy. 

Finally, the use of astronomical methods for prognosis in Babylonian 
Astrology, equating one day with one year, is very likely as well. 

In conclusion, we may formulate the hypothesis (somewhat supported 
by the above analysis) that one of the methods for exact prognosis in 
Babylonia searches how many days after birth the heliacal phases of the 
planets change, equating one day after birth with one year of life. 

Use of other time measures is probable. 


for the Babylonian calendar, played a decisive role in this analysis. 
In this example, if 2 had appeared as an evening star on the 35" 
day after birth, but the ) at that time was still invisible, then the supposed 
good influence of 2 would have been down-graded until the ) appeared. 

The opposite applies to o&’ and». Had o appeared for the first time 
in the east (before sunrise) on the 25" day after birth and the ) had dis- 
appeared on the same day, then probably the ‘destructive’ influence of 
would increase. 

The o influence would undoubtedly decrease if, on the other hand, 
the ) showed itself for the first time on that day. Or shiny 4 was seen 
higher than o" above the horizon. 

It is most probable that the Babylonian priests took into account the 
changes of the heliacal phases of all planets, combining their influences 
and timing their prognosis with several different time measures. 

The logical sophistication of this system would then result in the divi- 
sion of the life of the native into distinct periods according to the change 
in the heliacal phases of the planets.'” 


© 


|: IS IMPORTANT to realize that the phases of the ), so important 


'7 According to TCL VI No. 14 (AO 6483), reverse, lines 22-28, ( translated by 
A. Sachs in Babylonian Horoscopes, 1952 ), the Babylonians divided the helia- 
cal phases of the inner planets (¢ and ) into four periods and that of the outer 
planets (4, 4 and ¢’) into two. If we take into account the stations for the inner 
planets and the stations and oppositions (acronycal and cosmic) for the outer 
planets, the number of heliacal phases of all planets will increase to six. 
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Rome: The Eternal City 


KEN GILLMAN 


Rumen Koley has taken us back into Astrology’s long ago past. Now 
let’s travel even further back in time and identify some horoscopes in 
Rome's mythic past. 


/OR CENTURIES Romans annually kept the 21" of April as a 

| holy day, calling it their city’s birthday and saying that it com- 

memorated the day when their ancestors first began to build the 

city. The year is generally accepted’ to have been in the third 

year of the sixth Olympiad, which translates to 753 BC. The Roman 

astrologer Lucius Tarrutius subsequently calculated that the first stone of 

Rome was laid between the second and third hour. Based on this infor- 
mation, I have derived the following chart: 


Fig. I: Foundation of Rome 
7:29:11 AM LAT (6:39:15 UT), 21* April, 753 BC 
Rome: 41N54, 12E29 


' See, for example, the section on Romulus in Plutarch’s Lives. Dryden trans. 
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There is a chart for the Foundation of Rome in Nick Campion’s The 
Book of World Horoscopes that I cannot accept. This is cast for 
11:10:04 AM LMT on 21" April 752 AD. It is given, the author writes, 
to show “the current muddled state of the art.” Campion clearly proves 
his case for, apart from being rather late in the day, his illustrated chart 
is further in error by some 1,505 years! 

The time I have chosen has Pollux, the star associated with Rome’s 
founder, Romulus, rising’ with the Moon’s Q. There is a tight satellium 
of seven planets and the ® in the 11" house, and five of these planets are 
in T. The emphasis on T and the 11" house identifies the military might 
of Rome and its astonishing achievement by conquest (T) and the legis- 
lative activities and powers of the Roman senate and the laws it enacted 
(11" house). 

% and B stand out from the other planets, with B at the IC opposing 
the elevated ) while » squares this pair from the 6" house. 

P in the 4" signifies the city itself and its many monuments. Rome is 
famous for these; they commemorate the dead. The ) ¢° E is appropriate 
as legend has it that the city was built by fugitives’ who had aided the 
twin founders Romulus and Remus in the past. Indeed early Rome be- 
gan very much as the inscription on the Statue of Liberty in New York’s 
harbor suggests the 19" century United States aspired to do, for: 


Not long after the first foundation of the city, they opened a sanctuary 
of refuge to all fugitives, which they called the temple of the god 
Asylaus, where they received and protected all, delivering none back, 
neither the servant to his master, the debtor to his creditor, nor the 
murderer into the hands of the magistrate, saying it was a privileged 
place and they could so maintain it by an order of the holy oracle; in- 
somuch that the city grew presently very populous...* 


Certainly those born with }-B aspects often do need to make a fresh 
start in life, one that amends past mistakes. 

* as the most distant of the classical planets has rulership of bounda- 
ties. Boundaries were important. Before the Rome’s first stone could be 
laid, the city’s boundaries had to be defined. To do this, Romulus yoked 
a bull and cow behind a “brazen ploughshare” and drove a deep furrow 
round the bounds: 


Where the deep line ran the wall of the city would be built. Where 
there would be a city gate, the plough was lifted and carried over the 
space ... for which reason they consider the whole wall as holy, ex- 
cept where the gates are; for had they adjudged them also sacred, they 


? The degree on Rome’s Ascendant, 6°45’ II, is the longitude of the solar eclipse 
of 6" June 716 BC, the day Romulus, Rome’s founder, was assassinated. I plan 
to discuss this eclipse in a future issue of this magazine. 

> ) o° B angular: “He may have to flee from the law.” Cyril Fagan 

* Plutarch, p. 30. Modern Library edition. 
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could not, without offence to religion, have given free ingress and 
egress for the necessaries of human life, some of which are in them- 
selves unclean.* 


In mundane astrology, a 6" house * signifies organized labor, group 
discipline, regimentation, watchmen and guards of all sorts, and the mili- 
tary. 

Although ® rules the 9" house of religion in my proposed map for the 
foundation of Rome, it was 4 not 4 that was Rome’s supreme god. And 
this fact helps validate my proposed chart. 


Fig, 2: Solar Eclipse of 509 BC 


11:25:47 AM (10:35:51 UT), 28" April 509 BC 
Rome: 41N54, 12E29 


HE ECLIPSE OF 509 BC 
In April 509 BC there was an eclipse® of the sun, visible at 
Rome. One can assume that this caused much consternation, 


even panic, especially as it is unlikely that it would have been predicted. 
As might be expected from a solar eclipse occurring near midday (in the 


5 Ibid, p. 31. 
© Annular eclipse, a member of Saros #59. Centered at 31.9N 8.4E. 


22 


Considerations XV: 2 


10" house, close to the MC), it can be associated with troubles for those 
in power. And this indeed happened, for it coincided with the downfall 
that same year of Tarquinis Superbus, the last king of Rome. For the 
next five centuries, until the foundation of the Roman Empire under Au- 
gustus in 27 BC, Rome would be a Republic, headed by consuls elected 
annually by the Senate. 

509 BC was also the year in which P first returned to the position it 
had 244 years carlier at the Foundation of Rome. From its position close 
to the IC in Rome’s chart, this return of the outermost planet — unknown 
at the time for it isn’t visible to the naked eye — tells us that fundamental 
changes at the very core of Rome are likely. The transformation of gov- 
ernment from monarchy to republic amply fulfills this. 


Fig. 3: \y appears in the eastern sky 


7:14:45 PM (18:24:49 UT) 28" April 509 BC 
Rome: 41N54, 12E29 


Consider the situation in Rome on the 28" April 509 BC: close to 
high noon the sky ominously darkens. The © doesn’t completely disap- 
pear; it wasn’t a total eclipse, but there is a distinct darkening, a terrible 
threat, clearly indicating that the gods are angry. It is a warning; there is 
a crisis in the relations between the gods and Rome. 

Something must be done. The gods had be appeased. The obvious 
step was to sacrifice rex sacrorum, the king, which they will do, that’s 
the tried and true method; but is that enough? Are there other omens, 
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indications of what might please the gods and firmly remove the threat- 
ening menace? The augural college would have been unable to help. 
Their role was limited to asking the gods: “Si fas est ..., send me a 
sign!” The sign had been sent; everyone had seen it. The Etruscan harus- 
pices would have been consulted and livers examined, the Sybilline 
Books perused. 

Once the meaning of this loss of light was deciphered, lustrations and 
other rites of purification must be performed. Defilement was present, 
which must be sedulously removed. 

I suspect an understanding of what was needed was found later that 
day just after the night replaced the rose color in the western sky. Then, 
at the same moment that the last light of the crippled © was extin- 
guished from view, 4 appeared in the east. As this momentous day was 
ending, the planetary symbol of the highest god came into view and 
mounted higher and higher in the eastern sky. 

‘The chart at Figure 3 is cast for when the ©’s altitude is 6° below the 
horizon, which is when civil twilight ends.’ 

Antares, the brightest star in Tl, is rising, and the © is with Alde- 
baran. William Lilly said that this combination in a nativity warns “the 
native’s own violence or fierceness will open the way to many honors, 
doing so with much difficulty and many casualties”. Bellatrix, the star on 
the left shoulder of Orion, also known as The Amazon, is setting. Sim- 
monite said that angular, like Antares, it “gives great military and civic 
honors”. 

The Romans however must have interpreted this appearance of 4 as 
showing what it was they needed to do to appease the gods’ wrath. They 
would build a temple to Jupiter. And, because the warning had occurred 
when both the © and ) were in 8, they would offer to the great god a 
white ox, his favorite sacrifice. 


Later that same year, on the Ides of September, the 13" day of 
the seventh month of the Roman year, the temple to Juppiter Op- 
timus Maximus, the best and greatest of all Jupiters, was dedicated on 
Rome’s highest hill. The hill subsequently became known as the Capito- 
line Hill. The day is known. In the years thereafter this was always the 
day on which the new consuls and magistrates took their oaths of office, 
accompanied by the Senate and priests. In future years, in fulfillment of 
the vow made by their predecessors, they would offer to the great god a 
white ox, his favorite sacrifice (the 509 BC eclipse occurred in B, ¢ AL 
debaran, the star known universally as the Bull’s Eye). Following the 
investitures would be the epulwm Jovis, the feast of Jupiter, and the main 
Roman games would then begin. 
What is not known is the time. 
My reasoning for the time I have chosen is as follows: 


C ONSECRATION OF \’s TEMPLE 


” Explanatory Supplement to the Astronomical Almanac. 1992. page 483. 


24 


Considerations XV: 2 


\ should be visible in the sky. This couldn’t occur during the day, as 
the © would hide it. After sunset 4 is visible in the west, but so is 9. 
As 2 would have outshone } in the evening sky, a situation inappropri- 
ate for an event honoring Rome’s patron, I have chosen a time when Q 
has just disappeared from view. This is not obviously so from Figure 4 
as @ is still some 8° of longitude above the 7" cusp. However, due to its 
large latitude (4S16), 2 is actually below the western horizon at this 
time, its altitude is -0°26’. 4 is now alone on the western horizon at 
Rome. 


Fig. 4: Consecration of the Temple 
of Iuppiter Optimus Maximus 


11° @ St 


7:44:21 PM LT (18:54:25 UT), 13" September 509 BC 
Rome: 41N54, 12E29 


& and 4 would also be visible in the night sky and both have a simi- 
lar elevation above the horizon, the altitude of o” is +18°18’ and 4’s is 
+18°51’. Yet both may be considered to be subordinate to 4. o” close to 
the 9" cusp of Religion is in ’s sign and its draconic position is 0° %, 
while ’s antiscion at 26°38’ x falls on >. 

It was only after I had decided that the time needed to be around 7:45 
PM to ensure 2 would not outshine } that I noticed that the rising degree 
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could be the position of the © in the Rome foundation chart. The time 
has been adjusted for this to occur. 

\y rules the 9" house from its position in the 7". This is appropriate 
for 4 was not only the protecting deity of the race but also the god 
whose worship embodied a distinct moral conception. For the Romans, 
he was especially connected with oaths, treaties and leagues, and it was 
in the presence of his priest that the most ancient and sacred form of 
marriage (confarreatio) took place. This connection with the conscience, 
with the sense of obligation and right dealing, was never lost through 
Roman history. 

There are more strong connections between this consecration chart 
and that of Rome’s foundation. Both have a ) 0 % and the Q on the As- 
cendant. In both charts a waning ) is moving away from *, and throw- 
ing a square back to it, both are in fixed signs, and o” and PB are involved 
with the pair by aspect. 

ot has a soft aspect to » in both charts, a trine for the Foundation and 
a sextile at the Consecration, and at both times it is out of aspect in the 
classical sense to the ) (semi-sextile in one, quincunx in the other). A 
benefic aspect from o” to » indicates self-discipline and endurance, both 
the city and the temple of its protector would be long lasting; the ab- 
sence of any ephemeral lunar involvement only adds to this permanence. 

P is closely squared by * in one chart and widely opposed by it in the 
other. These were serious, responsible people. They had an unquestion- 
ing respect for authority, for what has been done, and a great respect for 
tradition. 

¥, in the 6" house of the Consecration chart, exactly opposes the 
place of } at Rome’s foundation. Given the nature of the event, one 
couldn't ask for a more appropriate transit. As Alexander Marr points 
out: 


\'s chief principles are concord, harmony and law. Contemporary 
textbooks still connect religion as a whole with ‘4, but this is not quite 
correct. }’s relationship to any kind of religion is limited to the laws 
of a church and its dignitaries. Religion and church matters are sym- 
bolized by ¥ (religious belief) and \ (laws, rites, authority). Therefore 
we find a prominent ¥ in the current lunar returns of people visiting 
holy places like Lourdes. Those having Papal audiences often have y 
and ¥ on angles of the lunar return. * 


That 10° T-~ is important for religion in Rome is confirmed by the 
position of K at 10°45’ T on 7" June 1929, the day on which the Vatican 
became independent from Italy. 

All of these are meaningful yet the strongest connection of all is P’s 
return to its original position for the very first time after 244 years. This 
is the year of the P return. PB ends matters, by death if it is associated 


8 Alexander Marr. Prediction — Using Common & Prenatal Cycles. AFA, 1981 
p81. 
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with % — and it was 0 % in the Foundation chart and <° » at this Conse- 
cration. By virtue of its trine to 4 ¢ ¥ in the Foundation chart, this ‘end 
of the old’ should herald a new, successful beginning. Its return coin- 
cided with the final downfall of the kings of Rome and the beginning of 
the style of government that would take Rome from being just another 
small state to becoming the single most significant political state ever to 
exist in Europe. 

Some weeks after I had cast this consecration chart and decided that 
it was appropriate both for the event and also for the continued place of 
Rome, even today, as a major center of organized religion, while reading 
Florence Dupont’s Daily Life in Ancient Rome,’ I came across the fol- 
lowing passage in which the author discusses the dedication of the tem- 
ple of Jupiter Capitolinus, the name by which this oldest and most sacred 
of Rome’s temples came to be known: 


The Capitol looming over the forum was the hallowed seat of Roman 
domination. It was said that it derived its name from a head — caput — 
that had been found on its ground,'” 


Coincidence? The )’s Q, which in my proposed chart is conjunct the 
rising degree, was known in classical times as the caput, an abbreviation 
for Caput Dragonis or Dragon’s Head, the Q!'! 

In summary, there was a brief 30-minute period when was visible 
in the sky without @ also being present. It coincided with the Ascendant 
being conjunct the position of the © at the time of the Foundation of 
Rome, and the caput, the Q, was there on the ground (on the horizon). 


@ 


° Oxford: Blackwell Ltd. 1992. 

'° Dupont, F. Daily Life in Ancient Rome. Page 140 

"' The Capitol in Washington DC, the building occupied by the Congress of the 
United States, was named after the Capitol of Rome. 
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A Guide to Horary & More 
for Contemporary Astrologers 


OLIVIA BARCLAY ane 


MOMENT of time has its qualities, whether it is the moment of a 

human birth or the moment of the crystallization of a problem, as 

in horary. The analysis and interpretation of that moment is our 

art, and shows the interrelationship and oneness of the universe, 

for astrology is the comparison of heavenly positions with events 
on earth. From our analysis, if we are good horary astrologers, we should be 
able to predict the possible outcome of a situation. 

Not many people believe we can predict, to the general public this is 
an amusing idea, a sort of parlor game. Indeed, many contemporary ‘as- 
tro-psychologists’ in their hearts do not believe it either, because they 
have never learnt how to do it themselves. In these articles I will discuss 
the techniques and methods written down and explained to us by our 
predecessors, who, although they lived at a time of different technology, 
had the patience to observe and discover many facts of astrology that 
have been almost lost today. There are, of course, some contemporary 
‘astrologers’ who presume they know better than astrologers of previous 
generations, and there are those who, without realizing it, base their 
knowledge on no writer before the twentieth century, relying on a system 
that has no root or foundation, one that has, to a large extent, been ‘in- 
vented’ by some would-be astro-psychologist to attract notice or finan- 
cially rewarding clients. 

Americans have been fortunate in that they have had the books of Ivy 
Goldstein Jacobson, who kept horary astrology alive during the twentieth 
century, but admirable though she is, her astrology by her own admission 
is ‘simplified’. More than three hundred years ago William Lilly pro- 
duced his great masterpiece, the first astrology book in the English lan- 
guage, Christian Astrology, in 1647. Lilly translated directly from the 
Latin, incorporating the information from over three hundred great astro- 
logical works of the past. By Mrs. Jacobson’s time much of that infor- 
mation had been watered down. It is not that it is wrong, but it has lost 
much of the wealth of detail and added dimensions that early writers 
supply. Astrology must be nearly as old as humanity; we have history 
from Chaldea, Egypt, Greece, Rome, the Arabs and Jews, and then its 
arrival back in Europe with Bonatus in the 13" century. There is a 
wealth of research to be done. 

Here in England where I live we had a great flowering of astrology at 
the time of William Lilly — that was during our civil war in the mid 17" 
century — but then came the Age of Reason and the Royal Society, 
which, with all good intentions in the world, decided nothing could be 
true unless it could be scientifically proven, which of course many things 
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like religion, faith, hope, great art and astrology cannot. These things are 
observable but not scientifically provable. So astrology fell into decline. 
Then, in 1914-1917, the police prosecuted a leading astrologer, Alan 
Leo, for fortune telling. He had told a client (a policeman in disguise) 
that he could expect a death in the family, and although he protested that 
he only gave ‘tendencies’ in his interpretation this excuse was not ac- 
cepted. Leo had a heart attack and died, but not before he had adapted 
and bent the truths of astrology to fit in both with British law and with 
psychology, a subject more acceptable to the attitudes of his time. This 
entailed emphasizing Signs out of all recognition and many other false 
ideas that continue to be taught to this day as astrology. 

We were therefore fortunate that in the 1980’s the books of earlier 
writers were rediscovered: Lilly’s original Christian Astrology (of which 
only some 25 copies had survived), and the writings of Gadbury, Rame- 
sey, Coley, Partridge, and others. Then Robert Hand and his colleagues 
in Project Hindsight and ARHAT began a series of translations from 
Greek, Latin and Arabic. The richness of our subject began to dawn, and 
many astrologers have started to rethink and research more deeply. But 
to fully appreciate those early works a simple explanation of the tech- 
niques and methods used will help. Hence this series of articles. 


ment of the question to consider. Recognition of such a moment is 

very important. It is a moment of deep and sincere thought on a sub- 
ject, and the question should be written down, with the time, when you 
are quite sure of the wording. If someone else who is not an astrologer 
brings such a question to you, the time to take is when you, the astrolo- 
ger, understand the question. The participation of the astrologer is rele- 
vant. 

The questioner, whoever he or she is, is shown by the Ascendant and 
the planet ruling the sign thereon, and partly by the ). If the astrologer 
asks the question he is shown by the Ascendant and its ruler, just the 
same as anyone else. 

If the question is something that should not be asked the chart will tell 
you so. Lilly discusses Considerations Before Judgment as a warning to 
the astrologer that he should “well consider whether the figure is radical 
and capable of judgment.” I believe that those who follow Mrs. Jacob- 
son tend to ignore this and judge all charts, but I follow an older way and 
will discard unsuitable charts. It may be true that all charts can be read, 
but it is undoubtedly true that there are many it would be wiser to reject, 
for one reason or another. We can postpone the discussion of the Con- 
siderations because they presuppose knowledge of triplicities that are not 
used by some astrologers. Ptolemy’s Table of Dignities, which lists the 
triplicities, will be explained later. 


[: YOU ARE a horary astrologer there is, in the first place, the mo- 


cendant and its ruler, and partly by the ). The matter being asked 


] N HORARY the questioner (or Querent) is represented by the As- 
about, which is known as the Quesited, is represented by the house 
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that rules the matter. It is therefore very important to understand the 
categories of things ruled by each House. 

There is also the action, which is generally indicated by the ). It acts 
like the minute hand of a clock, pointing to the result. 

The most important thing in horary is to know the House you are 
dealing with. William Lilly was very specific on this point:! 

He that shall learn the nature of the Planets and Signs without exact 

judgment of the Houses, is like an improvident man, that. furnisheth him- 

self with a variety of household stuff, having no place wherein to bestow 

them. 
Everything in this life belongs to one of these departments, one of the 
houses. Partnership belongs to the 7", whether in business or marriage; 
dreams belong to the 9"; ambitions and hopes to the 11"; and so on. 

After you have decided the department you are dealing with — and 
this requires a clear and precise question in the first place — then consider 
the ruler of the Sign on the cusp of that house. If the question concerns 
the profession, look at the 10" cusp. If % is there, look at 4 — weigh up 
its position, its strength and weakness, its connections. 


THE FIRST HOUSE rules the querent, the first person, the physical 
body. If you ask a horary question for yourself the ascending Sign will 
often be your own natal Ascendant, or your © or ) sign, especially with 
the first chart you try. It is ‘myself’, ourselves, the vehicle in which we 
travel — if you were asking about a ship you were to travel on, you would 
look at this cusp. 

It will describe the shape of the physical body. It symbolizes the head 
and face in particular, and %, o* or the U here, badly placed, will show a 
blemish on the face or on the part of the body that is symbolized by the 
Sign on the cusp. If few degrees ascend it will be higher, if many de- 
grees ascend it will be lower. 

In Mundane Astrology, at the time of the Spring Equinox or when 
there is a major conjunction of the planets, it represents the people or the 
general state of the country where the chart is drawn. 

Because it has a connection with the color white, a planet here makes 
one paler. It will tell you, if you should ask and if a significator is here, 
that the color of clothes or animals is a pale color. It also tells you that a 
lost article is at home with its owner, in the house of whoever enquires. 

Because of its particular connection with the head, % here, which can 
symbolize the tongue, may denote a good speaker, someone who is good 
with words and who has a good memory and imagination. 

It is the east angle and a masculine house. 


THE SECOND HOUSE will be examined if you have a question about 
a personal possession, which is movable. If you have lost something, 
note the Sign on the cusp of the 2™) consider its ruler and identify the 
house it is in — for example, if the 2™quler is in the 12", the missing ob- 
ject will be in the bedroom. This house rules all money, wealth, profit 


Christian Astrology, Regulus edition, page 50. 
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and gain, income and loss, your bank account and all things that are 
yours. 

At an eclipse or major conjunction this house is used in Mundane As- 
trology to indicate a nation’s wealth, resources and armaments. 

Of the body, it represents the neck and the back part of it towards the 
shoulders. Of colors, it signifies green. 

\ here increases money, but the © or o show it being dispersed. 


THE THIRD HOUSE signifies brothers and sisters, relations, neigh- 
bors, also short journeys, messengers, rumors, newspapers, reporters, 
writing, letters, communications, post offices, telephone calls, and cars. 

It rules the shoulders, arms, hands and fingers. 

Its colors are red and yellow and a light reddish brown. 

The ) in this house means much moving about, and ois less unfortu- 
nate here than elsewhere. 


THE FOURTH HOUSE is concerned with our beginning, our base, our 
ancestry, inheritance and father; with real estate, towns, castles and 
buildings; with the soil, fields, gardens and orchards; with the quality and 
nature of the ground one buys, whether it is woody, stony or barren. It is 
also the end of anything, and rules treasures hidden in the ground. A 
significator here may denote drowning, as with a chart I recently drew to 
know where a satellite would fall. 

It is a feminine house and the North angle. Its color is red, and of the 
body it rules the breasts and lungs. 

When looking for a missing article, the significator here can indicate 
that it is in a room in the center of the house, or where the most elderly 
person in the family likes to be. The a house relates to misplaced arti- 
cles rather than lost ones, which are a 2™ house matter. 

The 4" house used to be called the Angle of the earth. 

In nativities the father is represented not only by this House, but also 
by a planet in the 4", or by the © in a daytime chart and by » in a night- 
time one. 


THE FIFTH HOUSE represents pregnancy and one’s children. It also 
represents enjoyment and entertainment, games, gambling, speculation 
and the Stock Market, theater and banquets. 

The old books also say it represents ale-houses and taverns, so I sup- 
pose that must mean pubs and bars. 

Its colors are black and white and a honey color. Its body parts, the 
stomach, liver, heart, sides and back. 

Mr. Lilly wrote: “It is a house of pleasure, delight and merriment.” 

It is the House of the Muses. 

But note well that it does nor rule love affairs as some books say. 
They belong to the 7" house. 

*% oro in this house shows disobedient children. 
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THE SIXTH HOUSE rules such matters illness, healing, service, and a 
preoccupation with work. It also concems trade and merchandise, espe- 
cially grain. 

It rules such people as employees, office workers, factory workers, 
farm workers, lodgers, tenants, accountants and secretaries. It concerns 
employment, work, toil, and its preoccupation with detail makes it in- 
clude computers and calculators. 

In a Mundane chart it indicates the Civil Service. Its connection with 
health and sickness includes the kind of illness and its cause, its cura- 
bility, and its duration. Healers and dentists belong to this house, and 
both o and 2 here shows a good doctor. 

It rules small animals up to the size of, and including, sheep and 
goats. 

In the body, it rules parts of the belly and intestines. Its color is black. 
It is a feminine house and considered unfortunate. 

Until recently we were not allowed to use astrology to diagnose ill- 
ness in England. The AFA have published a very interesting book of 
extracts from two books by Culpepper, his Astrological Judgment of 
Disease and his The Decumbiture of the Sick. 


THE SEVENTH HOUSE concerns all forms of partnership, whether 
these are marriage, business, or love. It gives judgment on all kinds of 
love questions, and will describe the person asked about. Just as the 1“ 
house is ‘the self’ so the 7"" is ‘the other’. It is the house of open enemies, 
whether in divorce, lawsuits, contracts or war. It is also the house of 
thieves. 

In a chart of the Spring Ingress, it shows if war or peace may be ex- 
pected. 

The parts of the body ruled are the haunches and buttocks. 

Its color is black. I have come to the conclusion that pale colors be- 
long to the left side of a chart and dark to the right, and that when the old 
books say black they mean very dark. The 7" house however is allocated 
dark black. 

o or % here shows an unfortunate marriage. The ) in the 7" shows 
change of partnership or ownership. 

It rules fugitives, runaways and banishment. It is the angle of the 
West and is masculine. 


THE EIGHTH HOUSE was called the house of death, but now it is 
generally used as the house of other people’s money. This house will 
never show the death of the Querent. In certain cases it will refer to the 
death of people, but one needs a great deal of additional evidence. It will 
show, for instance, the sinking of a ship. 

The 8" house rules the deceased’s estate, wills, legacies, dowry, and 
describes the sort of death. It rules undertakers. 

It shows the resources of ‘the other’, as the partner’s money and in a 
lawsuit those assisting your opponent. It rules tax collectors. 

Jn a mundane chart it shows the resources of the enemy. 


32 


Considerations XV: 2 


In the body it rules the sex organs, piles, stone, and the bladder. It 
tules surgery and cutting. It is a feminine house and associated with 
black (or a dark color). 

Culpepper had some vivid remarks to make about this house. 


THE NINTH HOUSE, the House of God, rules distant travel whether in 
mind or body: overseas travel and foreign countries, voyages, foreign 
trade, explorers, marching, and world assemblies. 

It rules deep thought, religion, the clergy, Bishops and the Church, 
learning, further education, ceremonies and publishing. 

It also rules dreams and visions since they come from God. 

In the body it rules the hips and thighs. Its colors are green and white. 

\ in this house indicates a religious person. 


THE TENTH HOUSE signifies royalty, kings, queens, princes, dukes, 
and those who are held in esteem in the world; judges, magistrates, any- 
one in command, presidents, commanders, captains and prime ministers. 

It also rules the profession or trade — the position of the ruler of this 
house, plus the O, will show one’s profession. 

It rules such abstract values as honor, authority, dignity of office, and 
victory. 

In its capacity as the seventh from the 4" house of fathers, it signifies 
mothers. 

It rules the knees and calves, and the colors red and white. It is the 
South angle, the MC and it is feminine. 

The © or + in this house is considered fortunate, but * or the & here 
will deny honor in the eyes of the world and not much luck in one’s trade 
or profession. 


THE ELEVENTH HOUSE was called the House of the Good Daemon 
by the ancients. It rules friends, hope, trust, confidence, ambition and 
praise. 

It also rules the resources of the 10"" house, therefore the resources of 
the kingdom and the resources of the profession or business. 

It rules societies and their members. 

If someone asks about something they hope for, though they do not 
disclose what it is, this house may judge it. 

Its colors are yellow and orange. It rules the ankles and legs. It is a 
masculine house. 


THE TWELFTH HOUSE shows secret enemies, hidden matters, fam- 
ily scandals, sorrow and undoing, witches and informers, and afflictions. 

It rules large institutions like hospitals and prisons, and therefore jail- 
ers. 

It rules solitude, mysticism, monks, nuns, and sleep. If you have lost 
something here, it is in the bedroom, a place of retirement. 

It rules large animals: horses, elephants, and whales. 

The 12” house rules the feet and the color green. It is a feminine 
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house. “Saturn does much joy in this house,” says William Lilly, “for 
Saturn is the author of mischief.” 


Lee Lehman has compiled a list of rulerships, derived from the writ- 
ings of Al Biruni, Culpeper, Gadbury, Lilly, Partridge, Ptolemy, Rame- 
sey and Saunders, which is published in her The Rulership Book.’ I rec- 
ommend its use. Other books on the subject, written during the twentieth 
century will mislead you — beware. 

For a straightforward explanation of horary techniques, my own book 
is called Horary Astrology Rediscovered and is obtainable through book- 
shops’. Try it. I can answer questions that are directed to me through 
our editor, Ken Gillman. 


To be continued 


Let's Consider 


Elaine Krengel writes: 

Regarding Karen Christino's horary in the February Considerations. 

It's such a good chart, the answer can't be left dangling in the wind. 
The magnet is South, Southeast (% on the 4th cusp, on the 8th cusp). ) 
in the 8th house is disposited by % in the 3rd. Third signifies letters, 
things to do with writing generally associated with desks. It's deep in a 
desk drawer because 29° is on the 4" cusp. It's apt to be one of higher 
drawers because both o¥ and ) are in air signs. 

Why? The 4th, because that's where Lilly tells us to look when things 
are missing, mislaid, hidden at home (Christian Astrology p. 203-204). 
The 8th because ) is there. The 8th cusp because both 2 and o* (querent 
and her magnet) are in close aspect to it, and so is who rules the 4th. 

Easy in retrospect, but aren't they all? Thanks to Karen for providing 
us a good puzzle. 

--St. Croix River, Wisconsin 


The Moon & Childbirth 

In our review of Dr Margaret Millard’s excellent new book’, we 
failed to mention that it can be obtained from Samuel Weiser at PO Box 
612, York Beach, Maine 03910. 


? Published by Whitford Press, Schiffer Publishing. 
* Also published by Whitford Press. 
* Reviewed in Volume XIV No. 4, page 71. 
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Shall | Sell my Italian Violin? 


RUTH BAKER ap. 


NE OF MY Italian violins is no longer of use to me, being 
rather on the cumbersome side, and I wondered if it would be 
a good idea to sell it. 


Shall I sell my Italian violin? 


2:49 PM GMT, 16" March 1999 
SIN48, 1E09 
Din Hhas separated from * and is applying to 4 7 
OMR 2& ¥ 


The © rules the hour and is also the ruler of the ascending sign, 
which helps to validate the chart. As ascendant ruler, the © is my signifi- 
cator, with the ) my co-significator. Both © and ) are in the 8" house of 
other people’s money, showing my concern about whether or not to sell 
the violin at the present time. 
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Essential Dignities 


Sign Exalt Trip Term | Face 

(o) y g 2 ed | 

») 4 g 2 y 4 | Peregrine 
g v 0} (0) y o | Peregrine 
g CH 0} 0) 4 2 Detriment 
J fog z ¢ ¥ {0) 

y ro (0) 0} g o | Peregrine 
4 g >) g 2 i 

@ (0) = O° % 4 


The 2™ house ruler, ¥, which is retrograding into the s® house, pere- 
grine and very weak, signifies the violin, as it is my possession. The poor 
state of } indicates that maybe the violin is not such a saleable proposi- 
tion as I think it is, or maybe there is some deterioration or fault in the 
violin that needs attention. 

The 7th house ruler, 4, which is approaching the 
MC, represents any potential purchaser. The 8" house 
ruler, 4, signifies the purchaser’s money. Despite the 
mixed reception between my significator, the O, and 
the other’s money, \, the significator of the violin, 3, 
is retrograding away from } and moving towards the 
©. Therefore, it looks very much as though the violin 
is reluctant to change owners and has every intention 
of staying with me. Also the unfortunate & is close 
to the 7" cusp, rather putting the blight on a sale. 

Furthermore, the ) is separating from its sextile to 
+, the purchaser. With no applying aspect between 
the ) and %, or between the ©, my significator, and 
%, and no mutual or mixed reception between them, it 
seems unlikely that I will find a willing buyer for the 
violin at the present time. 

Violins, even though well insured, are a liability 
in a home, so we tend to keep them out of sight in case of burglary. All 
the signs tell me that I should not sell this violin. The ) rules the 12" 
house of hidden matters. Also I take the ® in the 12", disposited by my 
significator, the ©, as a sign that this violin should remain where it is for 
the time being — hidden. 

After reading this chart I decided not to try to sell the violin but I was 
concerned enough to go and inspect it. The violin was certainly not in as 
good condition as I had thought. I found a couple of broken strings and 
the need for some repair work to restore it to its original condition. 
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Where is the Amethyst Pendant? 


ELAINE KRENGEL an. 


UERENT owns and operates a very pricey jewelry store. On 
New Year’s Eve a customer returned an amethyst pendant, 
exchanging it for a different item. The querent last saw the 
y pendant on the counter top. A part-time employee was work- 
ing with her on that day. 


Where is the Amethyst Pendant? 
Could my employee have taken it? 
1 PM CST, January 5" 2000 
44N54, 92W46 


J separating from * oO applies to ¢ combust % 
The querent is represented by the Ascendant ruler ? and by the ). Her 


store belongs to the 10" house, its jewelry to the 11"; both ruled by %. 
The 8 in the 10" house confirms the location of trouble. The customer 
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who returned the pendant is signified by the 7" ruler o' in mutual recep- 
tion with 4, confirming her exchange of items. The employee is repre- 
sented by the 6"-ruler, 8, which is also the Lord of the Hour, and general 
significator of a thief. 

I told the querent not to worry; she’d soon find the pendant. The em- 
ployee didn’t take it but he would help her recover it; and it would be 
found in a low place. 

That * is retrograde is one indication the pendant will be recovered. 
The employee did not take it because ¥ was in no recent contact with %, 
¥% and * are in applying friendly aspect, with receptions by sign and term. 
That he will be helpful in recovery is shown by the )’s applying conjunc- 
tion with %, whose influence she carries along to her trine with , The »)) 
4 %, mutually applying and in mutual reception, is a sure indication that 
querent and the pendant will soon be united. The pendant will be on or 
near ground level because the primary significators are in earth signs. 

Early the next morning the querent called to say the employee had 
found the pendant. It was on the floor under the querent’s desk, appar- 
ently having fallen through a space between the desk and the counter top 
(+ is near the cusp of the 1“ house). 


Essential Dignities 

Sign_| Exalt | Tri Term_| Face 
[o) % ed 2 ¥ d 
» 4 co g 2 4 ‘| Detriment 
4 c g 3 4 | Combust 
g 4 = 10) 4 g 
J + 9 g g % 
\ J 10} 10) fo 9 
4 g » Q 3 » R 
g g ») g g g 
As 9 ») 2 y | D 


© 
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The Drowning Dragon 
Patterns of Crisis in 
China’s Last Dynasty’ 


DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


The greatness of the empire, the cause 
of its life or death, the incipiency of its 
rise or fall, are not to be found in the 
distance beyond it. You cannot reach 
into it from afar and turn its pivot. 
Wang Fu-tsi (1619-1692) 


When the sun reaches midday it begins 
to set, and when the moon is fullest it 
begins to wane. Chinese saying 


URROUNDED IN THE Imperial City by rebel troops, having 

lost all hope of escape or rescue, Ch’ung-chen, the emperor of 

the Celestial Kingdom, climbed a knoll on the palace grounds 

and hung himself in the red pavilion which housed the Imperial 
Hat and Girdle Department. In polite circles it was said that Ch’ung-chen 
forthwith ascended to heaven on a dragon. 

Less than twelve hours later at noon on 25 April 1644 the rebel leader 
Li Tzu-ch’eng entered Peking with his soldiers and officials and took 
formal possession of the City’. Most of its citizens, fearing a rampage, 
stayed indoors through the afternoon, but when it became evident that Li 
commanded a highly disciplined force they ventured out and strolled the. 
streets as in normal times. In this way, without undue clamor, after 276 
years of rule the Ming Dynasty came to an end. 

Seeking legitimacy beyond his status as a mere rebel, Li Tzuch’eng 
had proclaimed his own dynasty, the Shun, on 8 February 1644, and eve- 
ryone expected that he would declare himself emperor following the cap- 
ture of Peking. Yet Li was curiously reluctant to take this step and he 
postponed his enthronement, first scheduled for 11 May, four times fur- 
ther. A lifetime of aimless plundering had perhaps put him out of sympa- 
thy with civil routines, leaving him indifferent to matters of protocol. But 


' From Big Waves on the Far Shore, Towards an Astrology of Great Visions. 
* The author’s detailed source references are omitted for space and readability 
reasons. A copy of the bibliography is available on request —Editor 
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also only a few weeks after the occupation of the city, Li had to contend 
with widespread disorder within his own ranks. While his trusted general 
Liu Tsung-min was exacting monies under torture from several thousand 
former Ming bureaucrats, his troops went about “scouring” the city for 
money, goods, women, and even food. For one about to receive the 
Mandate of Heaven none of this was particularly auspicious. 

In any case Li’s attention was soon fully absorbed by the massing of 
hostile forces to the northeast. From his base beyond the Great Wall the 
Manchu Prince Dorgon was entertaining his own dynastic ambitions. 
Late in May Dorgon maneuvered Li’s dissolute army onto unfavorable 
ground and dealt it a severe defeat. As a result of this battle the rebels’ 
hold on Peking suddenly was made untenable. Amid frantic preparations 
for departure, Li had himself enthroned as emperor on 3 June, only to 
abandon the capital the very next day. 

For two days following Li’s flight Peking remained without regular 
authority. Then on 6 June 1644 the Manchu forces took possession of the 
city. But unlike the previous occupiers the Manchu people were neither 
bandits nor rebels. Stemming from the hardy Mongolian frontier, skilled 
in the arts of war, and exercising administrative abilities in the Chinese 
manner, the Manchus, though technically alien, were fully equipped to 
tule the Celestial Kingdom. And this they would do for the next 267 
years. Thus, while several more years would elapse before the Manchu 
regime fully eliminated resistance to the south and west, its capture of 
Peking, the ceremonial and administrative center of the realm, in effect 
signaled the commencement of a new dynastic cycle. 6 June 1644 is the 
birth moment of China’s last dynasty, the Ch’ing.” 

An astrological figure cast for noon of that day reveals a complex 
stress pattern among the outer planets. There is in the first place a close 
conjunction between o’ and ® in T. In a political chart this aspect sym- 
bolizes the truculent warrior-state bristling with weaponry, either closing 
ranks in the defense of its boundaries, or else advancing in solid phalanx 
onto neighboring ground. 

The sheer power of this conjunction is undermined, however, by the 
fact that > at the same time is precisely ~ )K in TIL. This is a complication 
certain to make the bravest soldier shudder. Time and again he will 
glance over his shoulder, peering for assailants who might be approach- 
ing from his unguarded quarter. He has reason to fear surprise attacks 
and sneak infiltrations. In political terms this angle suggests some fun- 
damental flaw in the military organization of the state, some overlooked 
factor that exposes it on the flank. Alternately some adversary may con- 
found it with unconventional tactics. 


3 This is the date cited by most scholars. Two subsidiary dates that might be of 
interest for transit astrology are 14 May 1636, when the Manchu leader Abahai 
changed the dynastic title from “Chin” to Ch’ing”, the latter having more agree- 
able connotations; and 30 October 1644, when the 6-year-old Fu-lin was for- 
mally proclaimed emperor with his uncle Dorgon continuing as regent. 
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Figure I: The Shun Interregnum 
Outer Wheel Inner Wheel 
Li Tzu-ch’eng occupies Peking The Manchus occupy Peking 
Noon LMT, 25" April 1644. Peking Noon, 6" June 1644. Peking 


X itself is closely opposed by \ in 8, an aspect that has about it the sense 
of sudden reversals for good or ill. In light of the previous angle this 
opposition might only serve to magnify the vulnerability of the state on 
its exposed flank; however, there is also the possibility that the state 
might experience unexpected good fortune in desperate circumstances, 
either by recouping lost ground or by having its treasury replenished 
through no special merit of its own. 

Inevitably the aspect which most attracts our attention, though, is the 
opposition of ¥ to P, since this occurs only twice in any millennium. To 
appreciate the implications of such an aspect in the Ch’ing birthmap we 
have to think in terms of the broadest contours of Chinese civilization. 
Thus, if we take B in II to symbolize the Confucian literati, whose power 
was graded according to their attainments in a strenuous series of exams, 
then ¥ in opposition comes to signify the popular faith in social redemp- 
tion which continually threatened the internal stability of the state. In 
China there was a form of folk Buddhism which scholars now call the 
White Lotus Sect. This was a characteristically millenarian movement, 
whose adherents yearned for the “turning of the kalpa”, when a global 
holocaust would sweep away the oppressiveness of the current age. 
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While the Confucian elite cultivated literacy for its own sake, the White 
Lotus devotees trained themselves in the martial arts, so that when the 
time was ripe they might help cleanse the earth of parasites and impedi- 
menta. 

Down through the Ch’ing dynasty these two impulses would tortu- 
ously intertwine. For the first century and more a situation of mutual 
avoidance prevailed. Though generally intolerant of folk religion, the 
Ch’ing authorities did not actively persecute its practitioners, except 
when they gave explicit voice to millenarian expectations. By the end of 
the eighteenth century, however, these two social classes would enter 
repeatedly into armed conflict. Then in its decline, the Ch’ing dynasty 
was becoming vulnerable to transits by the outer planets against the 
original opposition in % and II. Finally at the very close of the dynasty 
both groups would join together in an attempt to drive foreigners from 
Chinese soil. Following in the wake of the ¥ ¢ P, this unlikely alliance 
became known to Westerners as the Boxer Rebellion. 

The great opposition in the Ch’ing birth map also symbolizes this last 
dynasty’s attempt to wall itself off from a floodtide of external influ- 
ences. Thus again if we identify B in I with the Confucian literati, then 
we can picture the regime striving to hold the foreign powers — symbol- 
ized by ¥ in % — at arms’ length, refusing to trade with them or even 
acknowledge them diplomatically. If ¥ initially represents the aliens 
themselves, it will later come to symbolize more their Piscean cargoes of 
opium and Christianity, which were forced upon China after 1800. 

Relations between the Celestial Kingdom and the foreign devils re- 
peatedly became so antagonistic as to take a military form. Their first 
encounter at this level was the so-called Opium War, which was in fact a 
prolonged maraud sponsored by the British Foreign Office. But no 
sooner had the Ch’ing authorities recovered from this humiliation then 
they had to confront a mammoth peasant revolution led by a missionary- 
inspired prophet from Kwangtung Province. This took almost fourteen 
years to suppress, with huge financial expenditures and great human loss. 
A period of restoration was then to follow lasting, miraculously, a full 
generation, until the Boxer Rebellion provided the allies with a pretext to 
occupy the Forbidden City itself. From such a drastic pollution no dy- 
nasty at this late date could ever recover. 

If we are to understand astrologically the great crises of this last Chi- 
nese dynasty there are thus three perspectives to consider: an internal 
one where local peasant revolts are concerned; an 
external one in the case of foreign aggression; and 
a combination of both, as in the Kwangtung 
revolution and the Boxer rebellion. Of course each 
of these events can be approached on its own 
terms, purely as an expression of concurrent 
astrological patterns. But can we dive deeper than 
that? Is it possible that they might be linked in turn 
by transit to the Ch’ing birth map? Might we 
actually be able to discover significant outer planet 
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contacts in relation to that ancient template, layered with verdigris, from 
June 16447 


LMOST FROM THE beginning of this precessional age 

Confucianism had the advantage of being identified with 

coercive authority, for its doctrines were once and for all 

enshrined as state policy by the Emperor Wu in the first 
century B.C. In the Confucian scheme of things the natural order was 
thought to consist of a stable yet flexible hierarchy, in which ideally 
every human being would appreciate their role in sustaining universal 
harmony. Yet because he was at the apex of the hierarchy, under the 
Mandate of Heaven, it was finally the emperor himself who was respon- 
sible for the peace and well being of the people, and for the harmonious 
interaction of man and cosmos. 

Helping to maintain society on its natural course was an elite bureauc- 
racy of degree-holders, the /iterati. The literati were supposed to obtain 
their positions in the hierarchy through a grueling system of competitive 
exams, which tested their knowledge of the Confucian classics. These 
men were encouraged to guide social life with intelligence, rather than to 
innovate or especially encourage change. Overall, their central problem 
was to ensure order without altogether eliminating contradictions, for 
such were essential to the movement of the system, generating cycles in 
a manner that favored the harmony of the whole. The Confucian literati 
themselves recognized minor as well as major cycles within this scheme. 
The major cycles they knew as dynasties. 

Though conservative, Confucian political theory was by no means 
static. It gave due recognition to the role that chaos plays in reestablish- 
ing order, and it accepted the fact that at some point every dynasty would 
enter into irretrievable decline, with the emperor himself eventually los- 
ing the Mandate of Heaven. Such an event would be presaged by omens, 
by bureaucratic corruption, by natural disasters, and most pointedly by 
the outbreak of peasant revolts. Far from threatening the principle of es- 
tablished order, peasant revolts were accepted as functional in shifting 
the Mandate of Heaven to a more worthy successor. 

This for example was the role that Li Tzu-ch’eng played. Accord- 
ingly, in spite of recurrent rebellions, or even because of them, the Chi- 
nese political system remained intact for 2,000 years time. 

For all their engulfing complacency the Confucian elite could never 
quite reconcile themselves to the tradition of messianic Buddhism. At the 
extreme ends of the political spectrum they recognized a dread condition 
called Juan, meaning “disorder”, “unproductive chaos”, or “confusion”. 
Luan could come about when dislocations, minor in themselves, multi- 
plied exponentially so as to unravel the fabric of settled life and of the 
state itself. In Chinese jurisprudence a sharp distinction was made there- 
fore between simple rebellion, which could be ultimately assimilated, 
and heresy, which threw the system as such into question. Messianic 
Buddhism the literati took to be a prime instigator of van, and apart 
from a nine-year period during the Mongol Yiian dynasty (1313-1322) 
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they classified it as heretical. 

With some misgiving Western scholars have referred to Chinese folk 
Buddhism as the White Lotus tradition, or the White Lotus sect. The 
problem is to find a word that suggests a consistent ideology in the ab- 
sence of a tightly linked social formation. White Lotus activities were 
diffuse and cellular, but they were clearly animated by a distinctive 
worldview over a long period of time. For if Confucianism was hierar- 
chical, patriarchal and cyclical in its view of time, the folk tradition was 
egalitarian, matri-centered and apocalyptic in its belief that evil or dark- 
ness would be utterly destroyed “with the turning of the kalpa.” 

The followers of the White Lotus tradition worshipped a powerful 
goddess known as the Eternal and Venerable Mother, or more rarely as 
Eternal Buddha Mother. She was thought of as an aged woman, who 
wept for humanity, her children, because they had lost contact with their 
original nature. To restore her children to the paradise over which she 
reigned, the Eternal Mother repeatedly intervened in the course of history 
by sending down great saving beings to earth. First she had sent the 
Lamp-lighting Buddha, then Sakyamuni Buddha; yet to come was Bud- 
dha Maitreya. Believers expected the arrival of each of these Buddhas to 
coincide with the end of three great periods of history, which were 
termed kalpas. At the end of a kalpa a cosmic holocaust would sweep the 
world clean for the next cycle. For her followers, however, the Eternal 
Mother promised protection and safety in the midst of the Turning. 

Naturally a major focus of White Lotus activity lay in determining 
through divination when the turning of the kalpa would come. Once con- 
vinced of the soundness of their timing, the White Lotus sectaries would 
set about converting their neighbors, believing that it was their responsi- 
bility to speed the destruction of the existing order and hasten its re- 
placement by a better system. This aboveground phase of their activity 
they called “making known the way.” Very often they attracted converts 
by exercising their healing skills as masseurs, by teaching a simple yogic 
routine, or by demonstrating their prowess in the martial arts. One style 
of combat that they practiced, called ho (Righteous Harmony) was 
made world-famous by the Boxers in 1900. 

Today the only accounts we have of the White Lotus come from the 
archives of its oppressor. Not surprisingly, these administration docu- 
ments are consistently derogatory and riddled with stereotypes. Never- 
theless, some idea of the movement’s extent can 
be gained from the number of practitioners 
actually turned up in police sweeps. An official 
report from 1839, for example, states that after 
discovering a White Lotus temple in a certain 
county of Honan, the investigators went on to un- 
cover a total of 39 such temples in every county 
of the province, all of them established in Ming 
times. “Crowds of people were gathered at these 
temples to offer incense, even though such groups 
had frequently been prosecuted in Honan before.” 
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Still, even by the most generous estimate the White Lotus religion could 
not have attracted more than a minority of the population, and this 
mostly in northern China. 

Although many strands of the White Lotus tradition can be traced far 
back into China’s past, the tradition itself seems to have been woven to- 
gether in late Ming times, around the middle of the sixteenth century. 
This was a period of increasing social differentiation, with an attendant 
centralization of government functions, and the tradition can best be un- 
derstood as a reaction to these developments. There are similar prece- 
dents in the cult of the Virgin Mary in feudal Europe, and in the Peruvi- 
ans’ worship of the goddess Pachamama, who sank deeper into folk con- 
sciousness “consequent upon the discovery of empire as a mode of or- 
ganization by the Inca state.” Clearly, too, there are parallels between all 
of these anti-state movements and the emergence of lunar feminism in 
our own time. 

In times of peace and good government Confucianism and the White 
Lotus could coexist in complementary opposition. However, if the signs 
seemed to indicate the imminent collapse of an era, and if the right lead- 
ership were present, it would only take a famine or an oppressive magis- 
trate to spark a renewed burst of messianic fervor. Thus, towards the end 
of the Ming dynasty, from 1621 to 1627, there were twenty recorded up- 
risings in the White Lotus category alone. On the other hand, following 
the consolidation of the Ch’ing dynasty, White Lotus militancy dramati- 
cally abated, and for the next 130 years almost no messianic activity was 
reported. 

But then, after so many years of quiescence, an uprising took place in 
Shantung Province that is “generally characterized as the first crack in 
the smooth facade of the high Ch’ing.” It occurred in the fall of 1774, A 
sect leader named Wang Lun had predicted that a 45-day “people- 
massacring kalpa” would start on 3" October and for this he mobilized 
his followers. On the night of the predicted holocaust the sect members 
assembled outside Shou-chang, a city of about 5,000 residents. Pouring 
through a breech in the wall, they took the garrison by surprise and were 
fully in control of the city by dawn. A few days later, their ranks swollen 
to over 1,000 combatants, they went on the march again. Female warriors 
were prominent among their numbers, and one woman, who was at least 
sixty years old, was treated as a reincarnation of the Eternal and Vener- 
able Mother herself. Very tall, with her white hair loose and flying, she 
would ride into battle wielding a double-bladed sword and making “he- 
retical gestures.” 

Moving in the direction of Peking, the rebels reached the city of Lin- 
ch’ing at the juncture of the Grand Canal and the Wei River, this being 
an important depot for the trans-shipment of goods to the capital. But this 
time the rebels were successful only in occupying the city’s residential 
section, for they were unable to storm the so-called New City. The latter 
was stoutly walled and heavily defended, besides which it was being 
cleverly strengthened with magico-symbolic counter-measures. So as to 
increase the potency of the yin force, its occupants killed chickens and 
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black dogs and poured their blood over the wall. This was to simulate the 
menstrual blood of women, which was fearsomely polluting even to 
these proto-feminist White Lotus devotees. For additional protection the 
defenders paraded naked prostitutes on the battlements, and Wang Lun 
himself recalled seeing women on the wall wearing red clothing but na- 
ked from the waist down, bleeding and urinating in order to destroy our 
power.” 

For a week the rebels milled about, losing their momentum, and then 
they were in turn besieged by Manchu troops. After 22 days in Lin- 
ch’ing the rebels were routed and there was a sizeable massacre, some- 
what as Wang Lun had predicted, late in October. 


Figure 2: White Lotus Rebellion 


Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
Outbreak of revolt Imperial decree 
Noon, 8" February 1796 proclaiming victory 
Hupei Province Noon, 30” August 1803; Peking 


Because the Ch’ing authorities were so effective in containing and 
then smashing this rebellion, it does not seem that the dynasty was in 
manifest decline at this point. Wang Lun had succeeded only in opening 
“the first crack in (its) smooth fagade.” As to the astrological character of 
this event no better words could be chosen to describe it, for through the 
fall of 1774 transiting was closely opposing ¥ in the 1644 Ch’ing birth 
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map. Like a bolt of lighming Wang Lun’s rebellion struck at the regime, 
exposing its flabbiness. Then like a flash it was gone. 

In the winter of 1796 another White Lotus rebellion erupted in Hupei 
Province which this time “uncovered startling weaknesses in the appar- 
ently powerful Ch’ing military system.” One district after another joined 
the insurgency, and important cities such as Tang-yang and Ichang fell 
into rebel hands. By the end of May the emperor was forced to concede 
that the sectarians had the upper hand. From Hupei the rebellion then 
spread into Honan and three other neighboring provinces. The tide began 
to turn in the dynasty’s favor only by the middle of 1798, as the Manchus 
poured more and more troops into the fray; however, it wasn’t until Au- 
gust 1803, with a death toll in the hundreds of thousands, that the em- 
peror felt confident in decreeing victory. Nevertheless, by then the rebel- 
lion “had so damaged the government’s prestige and depleted its treas- 
ury, that it can fairly be inscribed in that long roll of popular uprisings 
that, over the course of a century, brought the dynasty to ruin.” 

At the outbreak of rebellion on 8 February transiting ){ was retrograd- 
ing on the 6" degree of I, in tight square to * on the 6" degree of II. 
was thus square the dynasty’s P, while » had just conjoined it. Further, 
on the day of the imperial decree of 1803 transiting P in H had retro- 
graded to within 2’ of exactly opposing the 1796 position of \. It thus 
also squared the 1796 ». Here, clearly etched against the Ch’ing birth 
map, we can see the re-assertion of despotism and the annihilation of 
dissent. 

In the course of the next ten years only minor incidents involving sec- 
tarians are reported in the Ch’ing memorials. Then, in October 1813 a 
White Lotus cell called the “eight Trigrams” made a coordinated effort to 
topple the hated regime. On the first of the month rebels infiltrated and 
occupied Hua city in northern Honan, along with the port town of Tao- 
k’ou. Elsewhere there was scattered raiding. Then, on the 8 October a 
band of Eight Trigram rebels actually forced their way into Peking’s 
Forbidden City, the preserve of emperors, with the intention of seizing it. 
However, the eunuchs and the palace guard put up a spirited resistance 
and the insurgents were easily overwhelmed. The greatest damage done 
this time was to the emperor s pride. 

The counter-siege at Hua city took several more 
months and it wasn’t until 20 March 1814 that the 
emperor finally declared the insurrection subdued. 
On that day X was retrograding at 2° », just 2’ from 
¥’s position in the dynastic birth map. 

By now the Ch’ing is showing numerous cracks 
and at least one of these — the rebellion of 1796 — 
has more the character of a wide fissure. In each case 
it has been \ that triggered the event or else brought it to termination. 
However, it will take another full round of such transits before the dy- 
nasty is finally to shatter; and in the meantime we must consider the very 
different influence of ¥, which broached China’s isolation as a sweet, 
dense smoke, insidiously sapping her. 
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N BENGAL ALONE at the height of the opium trade there may 

have been a million acres of poppy under cultivation. The harvest 

took place in late April and early May. From rural collection cen- 

ters the exudate was brought to factories in Patna and Ghazipur, 
where it was poured into vats to dry. When its water content had been 
reduced to about 30 percent, the gum was fashioned into three-pound 
cakes, smeared with /ewah (an inferior grade of opium in semi-liquid 
form), and then pressed with layers of petals and poppy trash. After cur- 
ing the cakes were packed into mango-wood chests in two layers of 
twenty each. These chests were sealed with pitch, sewn up in gunnysacks 
or hide and then loaded into boats. As early as November the first ship- 
ments of opium would start down the Ganges for Calcutta. 

India’s Board of Customs, Salt and Opium had exclusive rights over 
the drug up to the point when it was auctioned. The Board alone could 
legally commission its cultivation, and it alone could buy the dried poppy 
gum and prepare it for market. Some qualms had been expressed about 
the Government being party to the trade in narcotics, but then by 1832 
the opium duty was providing one-eighteenth of British India’s gross 
revenue, and later in the century this was to rise to as much as one- 
seventh. In light of the existing state of Indian finances a House of 
Commons committee concluded in 1832 that it “does not appear advis- 
able to abandon so important a source of revenue, a duty upon opium 
being a tax which falls principally upon the foreign consumer.” 

Overwhelmingly the great foreign consumer of Bengalese opium was 
the Celestial Kingdom itself. In China the use of the drug can be traced 
back as far as the seventh century, but at that time and in the intervening 
centuries it was taken orally as a medicinal agent. Only after the intro- 
duction of tobacco in 1620 did the Chinese begin to smoke opium, at first 
mixed with tobacco and then later by itself. Although opium was grown 
indigenously, knowledgeable Chinese maintained that the foreign drug 
was far stronger, the theory being that “China’s pure soil could not in the 
nature of things produce anything so deadly as less happy lands pro- 
duced.” Accordingly the local product was used mainly as an adulterant 
in the production of a cheap, unprepossessing brand. 

For their assistance in suppressing pirates the Portuguese in 1557 had 
been granted a permanent lease on Macao, a small peninsula south of 
Canton. With this advantage it was they who first catered to the addict’s 
craving. Over a century later, in 1676, the British attempted to open their 
own trading post at Amoy, some 300 miles further up the coast. This 
venture, however, proved so unprofitable that they pressed to gain access 
to the great city of Canton itself. Here in the 1730s they established a 
tiny cluster of factories, these being the offices-cum-residence of the fac- 
tors or business agents. Through this port the British carried on trade un- 
der the monopoly of the East India Company, which acted as co-signee 
or go-between for merchants in India and China. Strictly speaking the 
Company did not own the cargoes of opium it shipped. 

Just about the time that the British were establishing their factories, 
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the Imperial government was recognizing the dangers of the imported 
narcotic. In 1729 it prohibited opium smoking by edict. This ban being 
widely flouted, a further edict was promulgated in 1796, increasing the 
penalties for disobedience. In 1800, finally, both the import of opium and 
its home cultivation were entirely prohibited. In a related measure the 
government made every effort to restrict the movement of Western ships 
in its coastal waters. Thus an Imperial edict of 1757 made Canton, the 
city farthest from Peking, the only place where foreign trade might be 
carried on. Naturally the foreign devils were to chafe at this measure that 
so severely cramped their opportunities for commerce. 

Over the initial decades the balance of trade was distinctly in China’s 
favor, for the British, addicted in their own way, had developed an un- 
quenchable thirst for tea. From the time when it first appeared in their 
country, around 1660, the British had increased their annual consumption 
to something on the order of twelve million pounds by the early eight- 
eenth century, and one-tenth of England’s total revenue was actually net- 
ted through the tea duty. To a lesser extent silk was also in demand — as 
was rhubarb root, without which, the Chinese believed, the English 
would surely suffer grievous constipation. In exchange for these key 
commodities, the Company had woolens to offer, as well as lead, iron 
and Cornish tin. After 1827 some calicoes from Manchester were also 
sold at a profit. But all in all these European goods encountered a slack 
market, and as of 1817 there was a substantial trade deficit. An estimated 
150-million pounds sterling already had been drained eastward. 

Owing largely to the trade in opium this situation was reversed, at 
first slowly, but then by the 1830s quite dramatically. For the English 
merchants the breakthrough came when a ship was finally developed that 
could run before the monsoons of the China Sea. The first of her kind, 
named Red Rover, was launched at Calcutta in December 1829. “She 
was narrow, flush-decked with almost no sheer, square in the stern but 
with a long counter; she claimed 250 tons burden and was in rig a bark... 
She looked less like a merchantman than a privateer, she was in fact said 
to be modeled after one.” With this new rakish conveyance the agency 
house could easily deliver two million pounds of opium to China annu- 
ally. Consequently they had a dozen more built. 

So brisk became the trade in opium that it brought about a China- 
wide fiscal crisis. The flow of silver had been reversed in Britain’s favor, 
and this steadily forced up its price in relation to copper cash. In normal 
times an ounce of silver was worth about 1,000 copper units, but by the 
mid-1830s as many as 1,600 were demanded. Since 
many revenues were collected in copper, but had to 
be paid in Peking with silver (due to the difficulties 
of transporting the cheaper metal) inflation on this 
scale threatened to upset the entire fiscal structure. 
More serious yet was the waste of human resources 
through addiction. “Among governors-general, 
governors, and their immediate subordinates, it was 
estimated, those who did not smoke were fewer 
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than those who did. The habit grew rarer as one descended the ranks. In 
the countryside the poor as yet hardly touched the stuff.” Apart from the 
degeneracy of the elite there was concern too over the fact that members 
of the coastal garrisons were indulging in the drug, rendering them unfit 
for combat. 


Figure 3 The Opium War 


Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
Commissioner Lin confronts The Times makes first mention 
the opium merchants of an “Opium War” 
Noon, 18" March 1839; Canton Noon, 25" April 1840; London 


It was time to act. In September of 1836, having studied a raft of me- 
morials on the subject of opium, the Tao-kuang emperor ordered Gover- 
nor-General Teng to move resolutely against the trade in Canton. With- 
out a doubt Teng made some headway, but when after two years of jock- 
eying with the foreigners, no final success could be reported, the emperor 
turned to Lin Tse-hsii, the governor-general of Hupeh and Hunan, for 
help. Even more than Teng, Lin was determined to extirpate the drug 
trade root and branch. By a brief edict of 31 December 1838 the emperor 
ordered Lin to proceed to Canton as High Commissioner to “investigate 
port affairs”, which meant that he was to find some way of suppressing 
the opium traffic altogether. Soon after Lin reached Canton in March 
1839 he made a public appeal for cooperation. Then, in a special notice 
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to schoolteachers he made it their duty to report any student who smoked 
opium or who sold it. The teachers were also to form their students into 
groups of five, the head of each group being responsible for the good 
behavior of the other four. 

Finally, on 18 March 1839 Lin tured upon the foreign merchants 
themselves. In a lengthy letter to them he noted that by making profit out 
of what is harmful to others they had been “accumulating an untold 
amount of wrongful gain, incurring the universal resentment of man and 
the certain retribution of Heaven.” He then called upon them to hand 
over for destruction all the opium that they had in their possession and to 
sign a bond promising never again to import the drug into China. They 
were also to agree that any breach of the bond would be punishable by 
confiscation of the contraband cargo and by the execution of the persons 
concerned. Lin gave the merchants three days to sign the document. On 
the second day » turned retrograde at 10° %, squaring X at 13° . At last 
the authorities were taking direct legal steps to curtail the adventurers in 
addiction. 

The British merchants tried out-bluffing the Commissioner by ignor- 
ing his deadline; however, on 24 March they awoke to find their tiny en- 
clave surrounded by Chinese soldiers. Being some seventy miles from 
their support base in the outer anchorage they were frankly in no position 
to argue. All they could do was wait. Likewise the Commissioner: but 
with ¢ in Tl retrograding towards opposition with X and with » forming 
a T-square to both, we can just imagine how he itched to pop this alien 
pimple, particularly as it had become so very septic. 

After being cooped up for more than a week without the benefit of 
Chinese servants Chief Superintendent Elliot conceded defeat on 27 
March by formally acknowledging that there were altogether 20,283 
chests under agency control. This amounted to almost 2’4-million pounds 
of opium. Elliot first had these chests surrendered to himself, as a repre- 
sentative of Her Majesty’s government, before passing them on to Lin. In 
this way he was assuring the merchants that they would be reimbursed if 
necessary from the public purse. 

Over the next two months Lin assembled an 
enormous stash of confiscated opium near the sea. He 
had three shallow basins dug, each roughly fifty 
yards by twenty-five, which could be filled with 
water by means of sluice gates. To these basins the 
workers brought the opium cakes, breaking them up 
and pushing them into the water with their feet. Lime 
and salt were added and then the slurry was stirred 
with hoes and shovels. 

On the floodtide the whole mess, stinking dreadfully, was let out to 
sea. On 3 June Lin began the process of destruction and the work contin- 
ued unabated for three weeks. During this time the blockade line around 
the Canton factories was broken up and the hostages were allowed to 
decamp. Most of these preferred to withdraw to the security of the Hong 
Kong anchorage. 
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The overland mail brought news of these events to the British public 
around the beginning of August 1839, but it wasn’t until wintertime that 
the full extent of the confiscation became known. With a value estimated 
at £2-million, the merchants’ loss simply could not be compensated by 
the British government, which was already burdened with debt. In short 
order public opinion was mobilized in favor of a punitive expedition, and 
as the jingoist tide crested the Times of London started referring to the 
coming conflict as an “opium war. This term was first used in the edition 
of 25 April 1840, when ¥, ruler of the narcotic, was forming the apex of 
a T-square with o and 4 aggressively in opposition. On the following 
day, 26 April, the American consul at Canton informed Commissioner 
Lin that from his reading of the newspapers the British seemed bent on 
retaliation. 

In June of 1840 a fleet of British warships gathered in the roadsteads 
before Canton. Sir George Elliot, a cousin of the Chief Superintendent, 
was its admiral. Leaving some of their number behind to blockade the 
southern port, in July the British proceeded up the coast to Amoy, which 
they bombarded and briefly occupied. From there they sailed on to 
China’s easternmost point, Chusan Island, which they also bombarded. 
Here, though, they established a permanent garrison to strengthen their 
bargaining position with the Emperor. Then a smaller squadron led by 
the 74-gun flagship Wellesley set off for the Gulf of Chihli, which gives 
access to Peking itself. At the mouth of the Peiho River they dropped 
anchor and let it be known that they had come to negotiate. After a delay 
of several weeks the governor-general of Chihli Province agreed to par- 
ley. This good man was astonished to learn that in return for a British 
withdrawal, Peking would have to pay for the confiscated opium, for the 
present expedition, and for other expenses as well. The governor-general 
begged time to consult with his emperor. For the time being there was 
little more that the British could do in these northern waters; satisfied 
that they had taught the Chinese respect for their naval prowess, they 
weighed anchor and set sail for Canton. 

There is no reason to follow the conduct of this mean-spirited, lop- 
sided war in any detail, except to note that the British brought increasing 
pressure to bear by successively seizing the cities of Ningpo and Shang- 
hai, and by encircling Canton. When the Chinese even then continued to 
prevaricate, the British forced their way onto the Yangtze River, looted 
the walled city of Chinkiang, and then drew up before Nanking, a major 
center of internal commerce. To the authorities in Peking this last pene- 
tration, which threatened to divide the country in half, was simply intol- 
erable; this was ‘‘not a disease like the ringworm, but a trouble in our 
heart and stomach.” Very quickly they submitted to an unconditional 
surrender, which took the form of the Treaty of Nanking, signed “before 
noon” on 29 August 1842. Among other stipulations the Chinese were to 
pay $21-million indemnity; cede Hong Kong in perpetuity; open the 
ports of Canton, Amoy, Foochow, Ningpo and Shanghai to English 
trade; and regularize customs procedures generally. The settlement made 
no reference to the opium traffic, but it was prospering again in any case. 
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For China the opium war had been a thoroughgoing humiliation. Her 
war junks, her muskets and cannon, her banner troops had all proven 
woefully inadequate in the face of industrial weaponry. At every level of 
the administration the authorities had failed to take the measure of their 
enemy, and even as disaster loomed they continued with their humbug 
diplomacy and haughty posturing. For his own role in the debacle Com- 
missioner Lin was sent into exile at I-li on the dusty northwest frontier 
for three years. Other high mandarins were also cashiered, and indeed 
even the Emperor himself was not exempt from review. In an edict is- 
sued on 3 May 1843 he publicly acknowledged his own failure to select 
the right men for what was essentially a military task, and in a fine Con- 
fucian mood he recommended that those responsible for China’s defeat 
“meditate on their shortcomings behind closed doors.” A few weeks be- 
fore, on 20 April, had entered T, thereby ending its seven-year tenancy 
in }{, where it had provoked extremes of behavior, from addiction to pro- 
hibition’, in reaction to the poppy. Ten days before this ingress of , 4 
had conjoined ¥, having arced from quadrature at the war’s outset. Now, 
on 3 May # in 8 was precisely 0 ¥ at 21° =, while o in % was precisely 
sextile to it. Under such a web of influences 
one could do a lot of hard thinking about the 
liabilities of opium. For the British the 
Chinese campaign had been the very model 
of an efficient colonial war, since in every 
engagement but one they had little trouble in 
crushing native resistance. That one 
exception, in which a small detachment was 
forced back upon its base camp, was in any 
event no more than a skirmish from their 
point of view. For the Chinese, however, 
their victory at San-yuan-li became a central 
rallying myth. At the time some believed that 
Kuan-yin, the great protectoress of folk Buddhism, had helped them re- 
pulse the British, Others embellished the event with poetry in the epic 
mode: 


They roared like thunder before San-yuan-li: 

A thousand, ten thousand, assembled at once... 
Wives were of one mind with their heroic men. 
Mattocks and hoes turned to weapons at hand. 
Around the hamlets, far and near, flashed 

The banners of every color and hue. 

One brigade, then a hundred, over the hills beyond, 
While barbarians looked on and suddenly paled. 


* With X again tenanting }{ in 1919, a sudden constriction was imposed upon the 
flow of liquor, when the Volstead Act was introduced, initiating prohibition in 
the United States. 
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And even today the victory inspires patriotic sentiments everywhere 
on the mainland, like “a Bunker Hill and an Alamo, rolled into one.” In 
Marxist historiography San-yuan-li is generally taken to mark the first 
stirring of an anti-imperialist struggle among the people themselves, and 
at the time of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution a slogan was cir- 
culating which condensed its political significance into three terse lines: 


Because popular, nationalist; 
Because popular, peasant-led; 
Because popular, spontaneous. 


Figure 4: Victory at San-yuan-li 


Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
British detachment Selected elements of 
returns to camp the Ch’ing birth map 
9 PM LMT, 30" May 1841 Noon, 6" June 1644 
San-yuan-li: 23N, 113E Peking 


The engagement at San-yuan-li took place during the encirclement of 
Canton, late in May 1841, after a force of British and Indian troops cap- 
tured the fortified heights overlooking the city’s north gate. This action 
effectively deprived the Chinese defenders of any remaining military 
options and thus they offered, in return for a British withdrawal, to ran- 
som the city for six million dollars. The British agreed, but continued to 
hold the heights until the full amount was paid. In the interim, however, 
the troops resorted to foraging and looting and around San-yuan-li they 
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committed rapes. Finally, no longer able to tolerate these outrages, the 
villagers at a nearby hamlet took matters into their own hands. When on 
29 May a British patrol entered a house and attacked some women, the 
peasants took up cudgels and hoes and drove them off. Then, beating 
gongs, they mobilized the peasants of the neighboring villages, who 
joined them armed with swords and spears. By the following morning 
some 5,000 irregulars had gathered in front of the British encampment. 

Fearing a counter-encirclement, the British had no choice but to at- 
tack. Yet as they advanced, the Chinese simply retired, offering no resis- 
tance, and at some point the British troops began to drop with sunstroke. 
The pursuit was thus called off. Meanwhile the Chinese ranks had swol- 
len to some 7,500 militias. In the afternoon of the following day the Brit- 
ish attacked again, driving forwards about three miles, but in the midst of 
their maneuver a violent squall swept down upon them, rendering their 
flintlocks useless. Pressed closely by the peasantry, the British columns 
straggled back through a sea of mud to their bivouac, the last to return 
arriving about 9 P.M. Their total losses for that day had been one private 
killed, one officer and fourteen men wounded. 

News of the engagement at San-yuan-li spread like wildfire through 
the countryside and one day later another 12,000 volunteers had joined 
the original militia, Their campaign turning sour, the British warned the 
Cantonese authorities that they would assault the city if hostilities con- 
tinued. Accordingly the gentry intervened, ordering the militia to dis- 
perse. The next day, richer by six million, the British re-embarked. 

As a straightforward military confrontation, San-yuan-li can be ap- 
preciated mainly in terms of the opposition of o to P, with the transiting 
) bringing things to a head when it conjoined o’ on 31 May. But this 
“firefight” was later to be transformed into an event of great political 
significance, and even into myth. In this respect we have to recognize 
that o* also was forming a grand trine with ¥ and & in =/ 
the air signs, while 2 opposed 4 in %. This certainly 
tokens the teller of tall tales. 

Yet there are realms of meaning even beyond this, 
for San-yuan-li, as myth, did much to bolster the 
sagging fortunes of the dynasty itself. Here, then, we 
have to make reference to the Ch’ing birth map from 
almost 200 years before. 

Immediately we see that transiting P has already 
fractured the passive-aggressive rigidity of do 4 in T; 
and we can see that this process has reached a crisis 
stage with the opposition of o*. But there are also two major, offsetting 
resonations. First, 4 is closely opposing the Ch’ing ©, which can give 
rise to overweening self-confidence and occasion major expenditures. 
Second, and far more seldom, is the fact that ¥ has been occupying the 
midpoint of the 1644 4 o° K, while at the time of San-yuan-li it squares 
the Ch’ing 4 within 8’. In the abstract this configuration of 4, and ¥ 
indicates the tendency to be “guided by false perceptions” or to enjoy “a 
fortunate turn after having had losses.” In connection with the fortunes of 
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the dynasty it symbolizes the huge leakage of capital from the imposition 
of opium, as well as the war debts and indemmities to be paid on account 
of the attempt to suppress it. (2 retrograde, we might also note, is aligned 
at the time of San-yuan-li with the 1644 y ¢° \K, while squaring transiting 
Y.) Still in the mood of this configuration, the ruling class of China will 
nevertheless view the whole fiasco nonchalantly and for another decade 
they will almost succeed in wishing it away. 


ONSIDERING HIS humble origins it is a matter of some 

wonder that we should have a reliable birth date for Hung I- 

Isiu-ch’tian, the Heavenly King of the Taiping revolution. Ac- 

Ly tually, for many years no less than nine different birth dates 

were proposed in the various accounts of his life; but modern scholarship 

has since clarified the issue, establishing that Hung, “the most out- 

standing Christian prophet known to history”, was born to a peasant fam- 

ily on 1* January 1814 in the village of Fu-yiian-shui in Kwangtung 
Province, about thirty miles north of Canton. 


Figure 5: The Heavenly King 


Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
Birth chart of Hung proclaims 
Hung Hsiu-ch’iian the Heavenly Dynasty 
6:15 a.m. (speculative) Noon, 11" January 1851 
1* January 1814, Chin-t’ien, Kwangsi 


Fu-yiian-shui, Kwangtung 
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A birth map cast for that day impressively supports the historian’s 
conclusions. For one thing § and ¥ are closely conjoined in %, squared 
by \ in TI. Such a configuration strongly indicates a visionary disposi- 
tion. As well, 4 is closely trined by the © in 4, which reflects Hung’s 
ultimate monarchical ambitions, while o is precisely trine X, both plan- 
ets being on the first degree of fire signs: Hung’s was to be a kingship 
forged in fact by revolution. What provides the chart with its overall dy- 
namic, however, is a T-square formed by 4 -° P, with $ ¢ ¥ at its apex. 
Signifying a craving for power activated, dissembled or dissipated by 
visionary transports, this was the murky source of Hung’s sense of mis- 
sion. Once mobilized, it would thrust China into a devastating civil war 
that shook the Manchu dynasty to its very foundations. 

As a child Hung showed unusual ability at school and with the en- 
couragement of his family he began to sit for the official examinations 
from the age of thirteen. This was one of the few avenues of mobility 
open to him as a farmer’s son in Confucian China. Unfortunately, despite 
some initial successes, Hung failed the critical sheng-yiian degree, which 
would have accorded him gentry status. In 1836 he sat for the same ex- 
amination a second time, but again without success. In the spring of the 
following year, having failed a third time, he fell into a prolonged delir- 
ium and had to be carried home from Canton in a sedan chair. Back in 
his native village he was confined to his bed — the legend says for forty 
days — but while his body wasted, bringing him to the verge of death, 
his mind filled with auspicious visions. In many of these visions he was 
accompanied by a man of middle age, his “elder brother”, who helped 
him search out and slay legions of evil demons. When Hung finally re- 
covered from his illness, his personality and his appearance seemed to 
have undergone a transformation. “He was careful in his conduct, 
friendly and open in his demeanor, his body increased in height and size, 
his pace became firm and imposing, his views enlarged and liberal”. In 
this perilous journey from psychic disintegration to personal renewal we 
can recognize, beyond the bitterness of a disappointed scholar, the “sick- 
ness vocation” of an apprentice prophet.” 

It would however be another six years before Hung Hsiu-ch’tian ac- 
cepted the full implications of this visionary episode. In 1843 he tried the 
sheng-ytian examination for the last time and was once more rejected. 
But now, instead of reproaching himself, Hung directed his aggression 
upon those who had humiliated him so many times already. In his fury he 


5 In Hung’s hagiography the great transformative vision is said to have occurred 
“on the first day of the third month of the t‘ien-yu_year at midnight”. In the Gre- 
gorian calendar this date corresponds to 17 February 1837, when there was an 
exact 9 o ¥ taking place at 6° #*. This very same aspect being present in Hung’s 
birth chart, one is willingly disposed to accept the date as accurate. However, in 
Professor Jack Dull’s assessment this document is of “doubtful reliability”, not 
having been written until 1860. Furthermore, Hung Hsiu-ch’Uan at the time of 
the supposed event in 1837 was “so incoherent and out of touch with reality his 
testimony is probably worthless.” 
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composed a poem in which he resolved to lead a revolution against the 
Manchus, and he vowed that in future times he, not the Manchus, would 
be the one to examine the nation’s scholars. It was shortly thereafter that 
his cousin drew his attention to a Christian pamphlet that Hung had 
picked up in 1836 from a missionary in Canton. Now in the period of his 
% return, with transiting B also squaring his » and  conjoining his o”, 
Hung was prepared to find in this evangelical tract, so insubstantial and 
yet so refreshingly different from the Confucian classics, “in reality a 
way to heaven”. 

From this pamphlet and from subsequent discussions with a Baptist 
missionary named Issachar Roberts, Hung proceeded to formulate a pe- 
culiar crypto-Christian doctrine all of his own. Recalling how, when ill, 
he writhed in private glories, Hung became convinced that he had estab- 
lished a personal link with the creator God, whom he pictured sitting like 
an emperor in a black dragon robe surrounded by his heavenly family 
and his court. In various conversations with Hung, God had lamented the 
fact that imps and demons had taken over earth and were even infiltrating 
the precincts of heaven itself. Conceiving of himself as a younger brother 
of Jesus, Hung decided that his sacred mission was once and for all to 
overthrow the forces of evil. In terms mundane this meant that Hung 
Hsiu-ch’tian, the farmer’s son, would have to declare war without quarter 
upon the Manchu ruling class and its entire lackey apparatus. 

Hung made two very important early converts in Hung Jen-kan, his 
cousin, and Feng Yiin-shan, a schoolteacher. Early in 1844 all three put 
the new doctrine to the test by sweeping their village schoolhouse clean 
of its customary idols. For this iconoclastic outrage Feng and Hung Hsiu- 
ch’tian both lost their position as teachers. Having nothing left to lose, 
and with transiting 4 conjoining his P, on 2 April 1844 Hung, accompa- 
nied by Feng, took to the road in the role of an itinerant preacher. 
Though Hung himself returned to his home village by the end of that 
summer, Feng stayed on at a placed called Thistle Mountain in southern 
Kwangsi Province. There he went about making converts and establish- 
ing a revolutionary base area. 

Now, Hung and Feng were both members of the Hakka minority, de- 
scendants of North Chinese who had migrated to Kwangtung and 
Kwangsi over several centuries. Though ethnically identical, the Hakkas 
were linguistically distinct from the indigenous (Punti) population, and 
they contnnes, to nourish an awareness of their separate status, to the 
point where there were often long-standing feuds 
between themselves and the surrounding Puntis. 
Because Hung and Feng were evangelizing in a 
largely Hakka region, they could expect to gain quick 
sympathy from people whose grievances were more 
cultural than anti-dynastic. Thus, Feng found whole 
families or clans, and even whole occupational 
groups such as charcoal burners and miners, 
converting to the new religion en bloc. In short order 
the movement acquired a formal organization with a 
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recognized headquarters and local branches. Unaware at this time of the 
terms ‘‘Christianity’’ or ‘‘church’’, Feng called it the God Worshippers 
Society. 

By the time Hung returned to Thistle Mountain in August 1847 the 
Society could boast over 2,000 members. With transiting » in } o his 4 
and 0 his ? o ¥, Hung set about imposing upon his followers a puritani- 
cal and absolutist code of conduct. Treating the movement as one great 
family under the fatherhood of God, he ordered that men and women be 
rigorously segregated into two camps. Any sexual relationship whatso- 
ever, even if between man and wife, was defined as adultery and made 
punishable by death. All property, save for a few personal essentials, was 
to be pooled in a Sacred Treasury. The God Worshippers furthermore 
were threatened with severe punishment for apparently minor offences 
such as gambling, avarice, drinking, brawling and smoking. Taken to- 
gether, these disciplinary measures had the effect of breaking every so- 
cial bond among the members, except to the movement itself; however 
totalitarian, they “played a major role in transforming the thousands of 
converts into an obedient, fanatically loyal, and spiritually united revolu- 
tionary army that would rank as one of the bravest in Chinese history. 

It is impossible in all of this to exaggerate the extent of Hung’s rup- 
ture with Confucian tradition. From the time when Confucianism was 
first established as China’s state religion, around 80 A.D, numerous at- 
tempts had been made to overthrow dynastic rule by sheer force of arms. 
The Manchus themselves had come to power in just this way. Yet in 
every case these struggles, however protracted, however bloody, were 
never more than rebellions in the strict sense, because they did not pose a 
threat to the hegemonic Confucian world-view as such. From dynasty to 
dynasty there was continuity of belief and outlook, with the root notion 
of the Mandate of Heaven, as immanent but impersonal virtue, itself 
never being questioned, no matter how often and on whom it was be- 
stowed. These upstart God Worshippers, however, rejected the Confu- 
cian world-view altogether, and for this reason Hung Hsiu-ch’tian never 
bothered to argue that the Manchu dynasty had lost its Mandate. “He 
never made this conventional rebel claim because he never thought of his 
own position as legitimized by the Mandate. Not ‘heaven’ but ‘God in 
Heaven’ was the source of his authority.” Hung’s God was synonymous 
with power, not virtuc. He was personal, not impersonal; transcendent, 
not immanent. From this it followed that God’s representative on earth, 
the monarch, was appointed by a direct act of divine will. 

For Confucian officialdom these notions were utterly blasphemous. 
But more than that, they were “the herald of a century of revolution” in 
the way they so flatly dismissed China’s political culture as the work of 
demons. All the same the local magistrates in Kwangsi for some years 
were disposed to treat the God Worshippers as just another secret society 
embroiled in clan feuding. In short, a nuisance. 

Then, early in 1850 a well-respected Society member was tortured to 
death by the district authorities. Knowing that the situation could only 
deteriorate further, Feng made this the occasion for an open summons to 
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revolt. Initially the deadline was set for midsummer, but in May a power 
struggle broke out among the top leaders, which was not resolved until 
the autumn. Finally, in November a general mobilization order was is- 
sued instructing all members to march to Chin-t‘ien for a “collective 
camping.” Located at the southern base of Thistle Mountain and accessi- 
ble only via a long pass, this little village was a natural choice for a de- 
fensive position. As bands of God Worshippers converged on Chin-t‘ien 
a series of increasingly heavy engagements was fought with government 
troops, until a full brigade invested Chin-t’ien itself. By now, however, 
there were as many as 30,000 Holy Soldiers massed together, and on 1* 
January 1851 they attacked the government force as it was negotiating 
the pass. With minimal losses to themselves the God Worshippers 
achieved a complete victory, killing hundreds of soldiers, a few gentry 
and a field general in the process. 

Now there was no turning back. On 11 January 1851 Hung assembled 
all of his followers at Chin-t’ien to solemnize the uprising. As the central 
piece of the ceremony he ascended a makeshift throne and assumed the 
title of T'ien Wang, the Heavenly King. Then, in his first proclamation 
Hung designated the kingdom just created as T’ai-p’ing T’ien-kuo, the 
Heavenly Kingdom of Eternal Peace and Prosperity. Finally, he named 
his new dynasty “the Heavenly” and declared 1851 its first year. Two 
days later as government troops began taking up fresh positions, the 
army of the Taiping decamped and began its long march. 

Thus also began the greatest civil war in history, a vast struggle of 14 
years duration in which more than 20-million people would lose their 
lives. Before this brutal fact all symbols pale, all abstractions seem neg- 
ligible. And yet there is an astrological configuration at the root of all 
this which has been directly linked to the process of transformation, to 
revolution, and to the collapse of the old order of things along with the 
construction of the new. At three points —on 26 June 1850, on 25 Sep- 
tember 1850 and on 23 March 1851 —the planets K and E formed pre- 
cise geocentric conjunctions on the 28" and 29" degrees of T. On 5 and 
7 January P and \f respectively made station, turning direct. A few days 
later, when Hung proclaimed the Heavenly Dynasty, the transiting ) con- 
joined these two planets, triggering their latent power. Also on that same 
day the © at 20° @ was forming a T-square with \ in = and four planets 
in T, including of course K and 2. Signifying the ruthless exercise of 
tremendous force, this configuration by itself reveals 
much about the events that were to follow. 

But this inaugural T-square also meshes in several 
ways with the Prophet’s own birth map. For one thing 
the ©’s position closely conjoins Hung’s », steadying 
his judgment for the decisive moment. Again, where 
the © trines } in Hung’s birthmap, it squares ); at the 
time of the inauguration, putting Hung’s easy 
assumptions of kingliness under some stress. Yet 
most significant of all perhaps is the fact that Hung 
himself was born under a T-square with 4 and P 
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arrayed in opposition In his case, however, these planets converge, not on 
a 6 O, but on 3 ¢ ¥ in x. For Hung, who was both monarch and prophet, 
this shift in apex tended to divide his attention between executive re- 
sponsibility and visionary meandering. As the Taiping revolution neared 
its goal of supplanting the Ch’ing dynasty, this tendency of his to vacil- 
late between the real and the ideal would more and more prejudice the 
final outcome. 

In the first year following the proclamation of their new dynasty the 
Taipings had to break through repeated encirclements mounted by the 
imperial armies. In this phase of the struggle was making repeated con- 
junctions with )K and P, which kept the revolutionary mass bottled up 
near its initial base area. It is difficult to establish a single point at which 
the tide of battle turned, but the Taipings’ occupation of their first walled 
city, Yung-an chou, was certainly a critical step. 

Realizing that Yung-an chou was only thinly garrisoned, the Taipings 
resorted to a siege technique “that may well be unique in the history of 
warfare.” Having bought up the entire local supply of fireworks, they 
moved in close to the city’s south gate. After nightfall they lit their cache 
and flung it over the wall, producing instant pandemonium. In this way 
they were able to occupy the city with a minimum of casualties, while 
the Ch’ing armies lost their last chance “to wipe out the Taipings before 
they emerged into the fertile recruiting ground of the central provinces.” 
On 25 September 1851, the day of the capture of Yung-an chou, } was 
opposing the \ of the Taiping inauguration within 17’. The Heavenly 
Dynasty was enjoying sudden good fortune. 

As », )K and P retrograded back into T there was a lull in the fighting, 
which gave the Taipings an opportunity to regroup and to introduce some 
quite fundamental cultural reforms. Thus in this period they broke com- 
pletely with the traditional lunar mode of reckoning time by adopting a 
new solar calendar with 3 February 1852 as its first day. If > had ham- 
pered their military progress to that point, the same planet, as the Lord of 
Time, was prepared to cede some ground: on that benchmark day in Feb- 
ruary it happened to be situated only a few arc-minutes from P. itself, 
which ultimately changes all things. 

By the spring of 1852 % was separating finally from its curtailment of 
and B. Then, on the night of 4 April there was a full moon; o on the 
last degree of & was precisely squaring P; and transiting ¥ was closely 
opposing Hung’s 4. With good visibility, fanatic energy, and the 
prophet’s inspiration working on their behalf, the Taiping combatants 
slipped out of Yung-an chou at midnight and broke through the encir- 
cling forces, which, 250,000 strong, outnumbered them ten to one. In this 
way “the tiger broke from its cage.” Now the Taipings could go on the 
rampage. 

A further series of engagements, including a very costly defeat at the 
Li River ford, brought the Taiping army, by this time swollen to 70,000 
combatants, to Lake Tung-t’ing at the headwaters of the Yangtze River. 
There they commandeered an enormous flotilla of cargo boats and sailed 
down that river to its confluence with the Han, where after a siege of 
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three weeks they succeeded in capturing the key city of Wuchang. This 
action involved the slaughter of practically every official in the city, as 
well as 90 percent of the defending forces and the deaths, many by sui- 
cide, of about 100,000 civilians. In contrast to their conduct in Kwangsi 
Province, where they were known as “the kind and righteous army”, the 
Taipings were by this point experiencing discipline problems because of 
their need to conscript ordinary people who for the most part did not sub- 
scribe to their code. Thus, in addition to the Hakka peasants and charcoal 
burners who were their original converts, the God-Worshippers filled out 
their ranks with disaffected soldiers, with pirates and smugglers, with 
tribes people, and with members of sundry Ming-restorationist secret 
societies. 

With and P now separating the great revolution was about to de- 
volve into mere homespun rebellion. 


Figure 6: The Rise and Fall of the Heavenly Kingdom 


Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
Taipings breach Imperial troops 
city wall breach city wall 
“just before dawn” “at noon” 
19" March 1853; Nanking 19 July 1864; Nanking 


At Wuchang the Taipings had to make an absolutely critical decision. 
Either they could quick-march northward through Honan and Chihli 
provinces and very likely capture Peking, the foremost political prize, 
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while the imperial government was still in panic and disarray. Or they 
could continue on downriver to Nanking, which had been the old Ming 
capital but which was now a major hub of commerce. After pondering 
the matter for several days they decided upon the latter course, and on 8 
February 1853 the entire army, which now numbered 500,000, began to 
decamp. While one division marched along the north bank of the Yang- 
tze, the rest sailed downstream in over 20,000 ships and boats, coming 
up upon Nanking without serious opposition. A city with over 30 miles 
of high, thick wall, with ten great gates and 15,000 battlements, Nanking 
was secured on 21“ March, after its wall had been breached by gunpow- 
der charges laid in three tunnels dug beneath it. Two days later, when the 
blood had stopped flowing, the Taiping command resolved to make the 
city their Heavenly Capital. They were now the effective rulers of the 
economic heartland of China. 

For the next several years Hung maintained 
personal control over his kingdom, issuing at the 
same time several important doctrinal works, 
including the utopian scheme of The Land System of 
the Heavenly Dynasty. Around 1855, however, his 
mind began irrevocably to blur, with the result that 
“if one tried to petition about affairs of the Kingdom 
for the sake of preserving the state, what one said, 
(he) would only talk of Heaven and Earth,” More and 
more Hung was content to withdraw into his palace, leaving political 
matters to competing factions of his relatives and supporters, and by 
1856 he seems to have retained only the symbolic authority of his office. 
Thereafter his regime degenerated into a “centrifugal quasi-warlord 
phase that raises doubts about treating the rebellion as a unified move- 
ment.” 

For eight more years the contending armies would sweep up and 
down the valley of the Yangtze. But slowly, inexorably, the Ch’ing 
forces under their consummate general Tseng Kuo-fan® gained the upper 
hand, rolling the rebel forces back upon Nanking like a carpet. With the 
recapture of Anking by the imperial troops on 5 September 1861 the fate 
of the Taiping Dynasty was firmly sealed, although it would be another 
three years before the capital itself fell. Yet even in the final months of 
his regime, encircled for the last time and facing complete disaster, Hung 
adamantly refused to recognize that there was any problem, insisting to 
the end that his soldiers were as limitless as water. In April of 1864, 


® Tseng Kuo-fan was born 26 November 1811 in Hsianghsiang, Hunan, a stel- 
lium in squaring P in X. As in Hung’s case, Tseng’s family was in “very poor 
circumstances financially”. However, they did possess gentry status and they 
gave Tseng every encouragement in his study of the Confucian classics. Tseng 
received his doctorate, the supreme test of Chinese scholarship, in 1838, a year 
after Hung failed the sheng-yiian degree for the third time. As the one rose 
through the ranks, the other took his plunge. 
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however, with » retrograde opposing its position in the inaugural chart, 
Hung fell mortally ill, possibly as a result of malnutrition. On 1 June he 
died. On 19 July Nanking was finally stormed with immeasurable sav- 
agery. 

In the course of this mammoth upheaval and the brutal suppression 
which followed, five provinces were utterly laid waste, 600 walled cities 
were occupied, 10-million people were brought under arms, and 20- 
million more were liquidated. A contemporary described the rebellion as 
having “even altered the face of the country; destroyed its communica- 
tions; deflected its rivers; broken down its sea defenses. During its con- 
tinuance smiling fields were turned into desolated wildernesses; fenced 
cities into ruinous heaps. The plains of Kiang-nan, Kiangsi and Chekiang 
were strewn with human skeletons; their rivers polluted with floating 
carcasses; wild beasts descended from the fastnesses in the mountains 
roamed at large over the land, and made their dens in the ruins of de- 
serted towns.” Carnage on such a scale would not be seen again any- 
where until the First World War. 

Puzzlingly, out of this enormous catastrophe the Ch’ing dynasty 
emerged, if anything, stronger than before. In the years after 1860 China 
experienced the rare phenomenon of an imperial restoration, whereby an 
incumbent government, shaken by disaster or corruption, is given a tem- 
porary renewal of the Mandate of Heaven. Although this, the T’ung-chih 
Restoration, was to be cut short by successive European interventions 
after 1870, in the interim it succeeded “in displaying military superiority, 
winning back the support of the literati, and stabilizing the agrarian 
economy.” By contrast the Kingdom of the Taipings left behind nothing 
of any substance apart from an archive of documents and an assortment 
of artifacts. It vanished, an anomaly of history, with hardly a trace. To- 
gether, K and E can demolish the everyday world, but their impact can 
end as abruptly as it began. In fact it may even be reversed, 

To understand Hung’s pivotal role in the Taiping calamity, we must 
go back to Wuchang in 1853, when the leadership was plotting grand 
strategy. At this time Hung’s natal T-square was being activated simulta- 
neously by 4 at 18° %, which in separating from his % o ¥ was also 
squaring his B, and by , which at 10° 1 was still closely opposing his 
natal 4. Hung’s tendency to camouflage his power lust with visionary 
wool could only have been grossly exaggerated in this period. The recent 
string of Taiping victories doubtless had made him overconfident, and 
with the final triumph within his grasp there seemed no good reason not 
to relish the comforts of Nanking before ousting the Manchu imps from 
their cold and dry capital in the north. It is possible too that ¥ undercut 
his motivation in a more abysmal way yet, by representing the pretender 
as subtlely superior to the actual emperor on account of his heightened 
imagination and vast tolerance for ambiguity. In any event by allowing 
the Manchus time to reorganize their command structure Hung made 
“one of the greatest strategic errors in the history of the movement.” 
Later, with the fall of Anking he would reap the whirlwind, as ¥ retro- 
grade conjoined his o and X opposed his $ by 2’. 
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IRACULOUS THOUGH it may have been, the T’ung-chih 

Restoration did nothing of substance to remedy China’s 

vulnerability vis-a-vis the industrial West. While the gentry 

went about once again consolidating their hold on the agri- 
cultural hinterland, the foreign powers proceeded to carve up the lucra- 
tive coastal zone into spheres of influence. Already by the Treaty of 
Tientsin, signed 26 June 1858, the British had established the right of 
residence in the capital itself. This Treaty made the importation of opium 
legal for the first time. And what was more ominous yet: it forbade the 
scribes ever again to refer to foreigners as “barbarians.” 

At times the foreigners staged punitive looting sprees, as in of the 
Yuan Ming Yuan palace with its 200 pavilions, only 18 miles from Pe- 
king itself. In general the people could only watch and bide their time. 
However, on 21 June 1870 they suddenly lashed out. Near the precincts 
of Tientsin Cathedral an irate crowd tore two French consular officials 
limb from limb on the suspicion that they were covering up Christian 
atrocities. After that they murdered ten nuns and razed the Cathedral to 
the ground. This was the kind of thing to bring out gunboats, which in 
this case involved a combined fleet of French, American and British 
craft. 

Then Japan joined the sport by occupying the Liaotung Peninsula 
where Port Arthur is situated. China was forced to submit to this ar- 
rangement by the Treaty of Shimonoseki, signed 17 April 1895. She also 
ceded Formosa and granted full independence to Korea. Three years later 
more territory yet was lost. With her ruling class living on restorationist 
grace, “China's fortunes slithered headlong down and the satellites that 
swam in China's orbit became magnetized by other powers to swim in 
theirs” 

Driven at last to the wall the Empress Tz’u-hsi’, who had assumed 
power by a coup d'etat the year before, rose in all her hauteur and on 11 
November 1899 confronted the foreign powers with this 
reckless bluff: 


Never should the word ‘Peace” fall from the mouths of our 
highest officials... With such a country as ours, with her 
vast areas, stretching out several tens of thousands of li, 
her immense natural resources, and her hundreds of 
millions of inhabitants, if all prove their loyalty to their Em- 
peror and love of their country, what indeed is there to fear 
from any strong invader? Let us not think of making peace, 
nor rely solely upon diplomatic maneuvers. 


7 Tz*u-hsi was born 29" November 1835. Two weeks before her call to arms 4 
had conjoined the Dowager’s 9. A week before, conjoined her ©, and * her ?. 
Finally on the very day of the provocation o* was conjoining her ©. Basically 
“ignorant, conservative, venal, and selfish,” Tz’u-hsi was for once full of heat 
and bluster — and at the worse possible time. 
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Figure 7: The Boxer Rebellion 


Inner Wheel Outer Wheel 
Boxers enter Peking The allies sack the 
in force Forbidden City 
1 PM LST, 13" June 1900. Peking Noon, 16" August 1900. Peking 


In her thinly veiled call to arms the Empress Dowager in all truth was 
not expecting much help from the discredited Manchu banner troops. 
Rather, it was to the people themselves that she was turning, and more 
particularly to the insurgent Boxers. Brimming with unwonted optimism, 
Tz’u-hsi hoped that these rube fanatics might succeed, when all else had 
failed, in expelling the barbarians. Either she did not know or she did not 
care, but the Boxer agitation had deep spiritual roots in the anti-dynastic 
White Lotus tradition. One of history’s great ironies was about to tran- 
spire. 

In the wake of the Eight Trigram uprising the White Lotus religion 
had continued to be the subject of imperial attention until 1818. Thereaf- 
ter no further official mention is made of it at all until 1898, when Honce 
again conjoined the dynasty’s ¥. In May of that year there was an ex- 
change of correspondence between the Governor of Shantung and the 
Imperial Grand Council. Among other things the Governor noted the ap- 
pearance of a new society on the borders of Chihli and Shantung, whose 
object was to assail, not the dynasty, but Christianity, “the foreign relig- 
ion.” Further investigation revealed that the members of the society car- 
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ried odd charms, recited incantations, and boasted of their invulnerability 
to bullets. Beyond that, some of them were prophesying that 1900 would 
be the year of the great kalpa, and that on 6 May 1900 the believers 
would occupy Peking. The society called itself the J Ho Ch’tian. This 
was a term first used in 1774 in a place not far from where the rebel 
Wang Lun had contacts. Roughly translated it means “the Boxers.” 

The prophecy was not all that inaccurate. With the connivance of 
Tz’u-hsi, on 13 June 1900 a ragged Boxer throng burst into the capital, 
where they were quartered in the palace of a Confucian notable. A few 
days later they began setting fire to shops that sold foreign medicines, 
but then everything ignited, including the triple-tiered Ch’ien Men gate 
and the snazziest quarter of Peking. This was a very bad omen, and so 
Tz’u-hsi ordered all mention of it erased from the annals of the reign. 

The Boxers cut telegraph communication with the outside and then 
proceeded to drive a 2,000-man British force back upon the coast. Em- 
boldened by these developments, the empress went on to declare, all-out 
war on Great Britain, U.S.A., France, Italy, Germany, Austria, Belgium, 
Holland and Japan, vowing to exterminate them “before we eat our 
morning meal.” Two days later on 21 June 1900 the Boxers laid siege to 
the legation quarter in Peking, subjecting it to periodic assaults and punc- 
tual bombardments. Of course they were in deadly earnest, but the Box- 
ers were not above observing their own protocol of war. 

For those besieged in the legations the situation was strangely 
equivocal. People around them were dying, yet 
the very enemy who shouted “Kill, Kill, Kill!” at 
other times would murmur greetings from the 
empress herself. This “made everyone feel that 
the earth had tilted slightly on its axis. Every- 
thing was out of focus, blurred by uncertainty, 
and certain moral distinctions tended likewise to 
become hazy.” 

Tz’u-hsi quickly enough awakened to the 
retribution that was in store, and on 10 July 1900 
she denounced the Boxers in ringing tones. But it 
was now too late. In August an eight-nation relief 
column marched inland from the coast, cutting 
through the ill-equipped and undisciplined insurgents with little trouble. 
On the 15" they reached the besieged legations, and early that morning 
the empress, disguised as a peasant, took flight. “A philosopher might 
have told her that the Boxers were an anachronism unworthy of survival 
in the modern world; that the incongruous was always fated to shrivel 
under the stress of reality; that spirit soldiers, sprites, and demons could 
not coexist with railroads, the telegraph, and Krupp cannon.” Dusting off 
the Ch’ing birth map an astrologer might also have told her: Beware of 
transiting )K! 

And then with a twisted symmetry the age-old mission of the White 
Lotus religion was at last fulfilled. On 16 August the allied forces turned 
their attention on the Forbidden City, now mostly deserted. Using cannon 
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they smashed through its three great portals, then spent the rest of the day 
looting and ransacking its temples and palaces, desecrating the emblems 
of Ch’ing authority and polluting its aura of sanctity*. If the regime was 
to totter on for a few years more, this greedy spree was nevertheless 
symbolically its deathblow.® 

On that day % retrograde in x was & ¥ in II precisely to the minute; 
\{ was making station precisely opposite the ¥ « P of August 1891; and 4 
in X had moved to within a degree of its third transit over the dynasty’s 
¥. Somehow, by fully committing themselves to the Manchu regime, the 
sectarians had finally succeeded in liquidating it. 

The court astrologers determined that it would be propitious for the 
Empress Dowager to re-enter the capital, now that the dust had settled, 
on 7 January 1902, at 2 P.M. They must have liked the show of ©, *, 3, 
and \ all conjunct over 6° of arc in %. We can forgive them for not 
knowing that the ), at 16° “, was just then entering the rough embrace 
of K  P, these planets being at 18° ~ and 17° II respectively. All were 
blind to B then. But was there no other way to foresee the furious, the 
ruthless civil strife that lay ahead? 


N KEEPING WITH their nation’s current emphasis on productive 

forces rather than on class struggle as the primary motive force of 

history, Chinese historians have been re-appraising the role of 

peasant rebellions. Recognizing that these movements unthink- 
ingly perpetuated many “feudal” themes and that they were in fact 
“backward” in many respects, scholars are now questioning just how 
much change these violent upheavals actually brought about. This line of 
inquiry is very much in the Confucian mood, since the dynastic literati 
themselves treated rebellion as a sudden shift towards the reestablish- 
ment of harmony overall. 

Of course we welcome new approaches to time past, because these 
can bring fresh data to light as much as they challenge worn-out assump- 
tions. Yet it is frustrating to think that the trends and the pressures of the 
present moment must always mold our sense of the past. Should we, as 
in this case, simply fall into step with post-Mao historiography, or is 
there not some way to view the sweep of time from higher ground? 


8 Besides which, the Boxer Protocol, initialed by China and eleven foreign pow- 
ers on 7 September 1901, provided for: an indemnity of £67.5-million; a roster 
of punishments for those who took part in the Rebellion, ranging from the death 
penalty to mere reprimands; apology missions to Germany and Japan, who had 
lost consular officials during the fighting; a two-year prohibition on the importa- 
tion of arms; the destruction of sea defenses; and the stationing of foreign troops 
in the capital and elsewhere. 

° ‘The Ch’ing throne was formally abdicated 12 February 1912. Having tottered 
along in its death-throes for over a decade, the dynasty did not have to wait for 
an outer planet to administer the final coup. o in conjunction with PB of 1644 
was enough to do the job. 
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Table I: Transits of X, ¥ & B 
during critical periods of the Ch’ing 
Transiting 
Critical Period Planets 
i ¥ B 
Wang Lui’s revolt. Oct 1774 ey 
White Lotus rebellion. 1796-1803 | OR, OO | &4%ok | of oP 
Eight Trigrams revolt. 1813-14 of £0 ak 
Opium war, 1839-42 [ak 4 °, eo %, oh 
Taiping triumph. 1851-53 oP 
Arrow war. 1856-1860 etek aX 
The Restoration. 1861-70 sO, o Hl] atch | oh PK 
A 
War with Japan. 1894-95 eho k sO 
Boxer rebellion. 1898-1900 o% eP ¢O 
Dynastic collapse. 1911-12 o% 


© Only aspects to the © & the five outer planets of 
the 1644 dynastic chart are considered 


It is hard to know whether the Confucian literati would feel much 
sympathy for someone who attempted to set peasant rebellion within an 
astrological framework, especially should he use planets that were un- 
known to the stargazers of the dynastic age. This, nevertheless, is what 
we have claimed as our higher ground; and so here we shall be con- 
cerned solely with , ¥ and P, as these outer bodies, in synchrony with 
anti-dynastic upheavals, formed hard transits to key elements in the 
Ch’ ing birth map. 

What is meant by “key elements” in this instance refers to the zodia- 
cal position occupied by seven planets — the © and o& through P —at 
the time of Dorgon’s occupation in June 1644.'° Adopting a linear for- 
mat, Table 1 shows how these key elements were affected, if at all, by 
the outer planets during critical periods of the Dynasty’s history. In Fig- 
ure 8 these same events are presented in a zodiacal format scored with a 
number of radii. These radii either indicate the actual positions of the 


1© Of course, the position of the Ch’ing ) would also be helpful here; but be- 
cause there is some doubt about the date of Dorgon’s enthronement, this — the 
most rapidly moving astrological factor — has been omitted from the analysis. 
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seven key planets, or else they touch upon points that by quadrature or 
opposition are in hard aspect to them. Actually, though, these radii have 
been expanded into arc-segments, which are here termed “critical sec- 
tors”, in order to allow for an orb of 2° around each of the identified 
points. 

From these data we can see how neatly the White Lotus outbreaks ar- 
ticulate with the birth map of the Ch’ing, since every recorded instance 
of sectarian rebellion is paralleled faithfully by exact, hard aspects made 
by k to the Dynasty’s ¥-P axis. There is no exception. 


Figure 8: 


Transits of 
4K, ¥ & B 
during 
critical 
periods of 
the Ch’ing 


X, just the same, is decidedly not P. Instead of engendering thorough- 
going, systemic change, the former planet — except at the very end — 
seems to have administered sharp correctives against any tendency on the 
part of the Manchus to let down their guard and turn slack. Once the re- 
bels had been quashed the regime made sure that its military and intelli- 
gence capacities were strengthened, and at times it would even reduce 
the burden of peasant taxes to restore popular allegiance. 

Though it was keyed more to ¥, much the same can be said of the 
people’s action at San-yuan-li. These militias were initially organized as 
a self-defense measure, but when the conflict threatened to escalate, the 
local gentry just as quickly dispersed them. With ¥ precisely squaring the 
Ch’ing’s 4, San-yuan-li ballooned into a heroic myth-dream, which 
served among other things to shore up the State’s legitimacy. 

The Taiping movement, however, is quite a different matter. A genu- 
ine revolution — at least in its early stages — the Heavenly Kingdom 
asserted its counter-legitimacy just as { and P were entering into unsta- 
ble, brutal fusion. To the Manchus this became the one great threat to 
their supremacy. And yet we must do some searching before its signifi- 
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cance emerges in relation to the Ch’ing birth map. True, at the time of 
the proclamation of the Heavenly Kingdom }, PB and the ) were all 
loosely square the Ch’ing 9. But if this drains the treasury, does it also 
account for the death of millions? Again, » of the counter-dynasty 
closely conjoins the Ch’ing o”. But surely this by itself is only strong 
enough to represent a military impasse or actual defeat. 

At last we turn to ¥, which at 5° H squares the Ch’ing B within a few 
minutes of arc, putting vision acutely at odds with power. This is an as- 
pect, however, which can only be appreciated against the great current of 
precessional time, for it is nothing less than the world-views of Christian- 
ity and Confucianism that have been brought into conflict here. Wher- 
ever they have points of contact, the two civilizations have become 
touchy about their differences — so much so that even a trivial dis- 
agreement over custom or language might seem to strike right at the 
heart of one or the other’s charter myths. And these, whether encoded as 
the Bible or the Analects, are held more dear than life itself. Against this 
backdrop, then, the hungry prophet and the sated emperor step out. On 
this wide stage they will perform their monumental cruelties. 

No, in the light of even this one aspect the Taiping revolution should 
not be swept, along with the White Lotus, under 
feudalism’s huge, threadbare rug. 

The Taiping struggle presents a further problem 
of a geo-political nature. Because the X ¢ B of 
1850-51 coincided with the proclamation of the 
Heavenly Kingdom, we can say that in this case 
the astrological and socio-political planes were 
assuredly in close correspondence. Yet if we 
survey Europe of the same period we find 
everywhere a relative calm. Two years before, in 
1848, a revolutionary wave had swept across the 
West, but that was soon expended, and by the time 
of the conjunction itself class struggle was being waged only at the theo- 
retical level among clandestine communist cells. How, from the perspec- 
tive of a global astrology, are we to explain the apparent lack of coordi- 
nation between these two civilizations, where such compelling planetary 
energies are involved? 

One possible answer is provided by the British historian E. J. Hobs- 
bawm, who suggests that Europe from 1789 to 1848 was dominated by a 
dual revolution: one of political transformation, which ripened in France; 
and one of industrial transformation, which was largely pioneered in 
Britain. Until 1848 the ultimate direction of things hung in the balance. 
But the flurry of revolutions that occurred that year was remarkable in 
the fact that they combined “the greatest promise, the widest scope, and 
the most immediate initial success, with the most unqualified and rapid 
failure.” In this brief opening the people made certain gains — universal 
suffrage in France, the abolition of serfdom in the Austro-Hungarian em- 
pire — but all in all the period has been judged a “turning-point when 
Europe failed to turn.” 
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By 1850 the direction of things was firmly set. The revolution that 
would subsequently transform Europe and North America would take the 
form of industrial capitalism. There would be no authorized means, other 
than the vote, to bring about social leveling. With P transiting 8, these 
nations would apply themselves ruthlessly to racking up “titanic material 
achievements,” which succeeded in eradicating most pre-industrial forms 
of human association. This was to be a protracted revolution in the 
sphere of production, where the wheels of industry themselves would 
grind down the outmoded order. In its own way the effects of industrial 
capitalism were no less devastating than the Taiping holocaust, but 
where the Chinese revolution disappeared without a trace, the European 
one continues to dynamize —and pulverize — the world. 
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The Effect of the 1997 Conjunction 
on another Eleven Individuals 


ANNE WHITAKER 


S IDESCRIBED in the previous two issues of Considerations, 
& seventeen individuals, whose birth charts were strongly as- 
pected by the 4- conjunction of 16 February 1997, were in- 
vited to describe their experiences. They were asked: 
1. If January (immediately prior to the conjunction) had been un- 
usually pressured, thwarting and difficult? 
2. Was the weekend of 15-16 February 1997 (the time of the con- 
junction) in any way significant for you? 
3. Did anything of significance occur to you over the 13-15 Octo- 
ber weekend (when K turned direct, close to 5° =)? 
4. Was 1997 a typical, average year? 

The responses of six of these people were given in the previous issue. 
Here I give the responses to the remaining eleven, each of whom re- 
ported that they found the year significant. The responses of all seven- 
teen are interesting, and the stamp of the contradictory pattern of Febru- 
ary 1997 can be seen on them all. 


THE FIVE © PEOPLE 
irst. 49-year-old woman: Transit 4 o on her 6" house © & 
Pes & her & ) and QP, and O her MC. 

January 1997 was very difficult: she had a severe and unusual 
anxiety attack, and received very distressed phone calls from friends and 
relatives. She ended three relationships and there were two family deaths. 

The weekend of the conjunction was significant. Away at a weekend 
retreat, on the Saturday she experienced “a huge emotional pain in the 
solar plexus, as though punched, then tremendous feelings of release. 
Something had been shifted, something had changed.” 

There was a major theme of domestic difficulty throughout the year: 
she saw a lawyer about a possible divorce in autumn, but still felt con- 
fused. During the year there was and ‘end of an era’ feeling that involved 
relationships: several deaths, and the ending of dependency-based 
relationships. She felt that she had staggered from one crisis to another, 
but much was released, and new insights were gained. She took up new 
interests and gained new friends. 
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49-year-old woman: } ¢ on her 6" house © 


Was it a fairly typical, average year? She wasn’t sure. 

13-15 October, when \K turned direct, had her returning to evening 
classes after a break of many years, having ‘accidentally’ found a class 
she wanted to attend while looking for a course on computers for her 
eldest son. 

She was particularly affected by the death of Diana, and to a lesser 
extent by the death of Mother Teresa. She had strong feelings of unease 
in the few days prior to Diana’s death. Realizing that “Diana has obvi- 
ously been a catalyst for something major,” she perceived the death as 
causing a release of grief for people on a massive scale. 


house ©, sextile her 8" house 4, & quincunx the rising ‘+. 

January 1997 was very difficult. Her baby son moved from his 
parents’ room to be on his own; this was a big wrench. Her best friend 
marrying and moving to USA was “a huge let go.” She experienced a 
new feeling of it being possible to return to the US to live — her husband 
would like this. 

The conjunction weekend was significant for her. Her husband spent 


S== Female, 29 years old: Transiting conjunction is on her 6" 
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it doing computing with a friend of the subject’s, with whom he had not 
previously got on at all. This has developed into a friendship, making 
subject’s prized social life much stronger and more comfortable. A ca- 
reer change theme — interior design — was going on with the subject, 
her husband and key friends during February. Her husband’s nervous 
energy levels were very high. 


29-year-old woman:  ¢ X on her 6" house © 


Uranus direct 13-15 October: This was her son’s first birthday, oth- 
erwise not notable. 

She decided in the autumn period that she would put her design career 
on hold, and instead concentrate on making her more lucrative market 
research work a success. 

Over the winter she continued to clarify career options. There were 
major disruptions, rejections and endings of male friendships, which 
were very painful. In November expensive and protracted building work 
followed the collapse of her bedroom ceiling. 

Was it a fairly typical average year? “Very atypical! A year of enough 
solidness in my home life to have plenty of ups and downs careerwise." 
Her musician husband’s six months leave of absence was spent learning 
computer techniques and artwork in relation to his music. She made a 
whole new group of friends because of her new son. 
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©-)-* conjunction in the 4" house, & G the 12" house o’ ¢ 4. 
This lady found January 1997 very difficult. Most of the 
month she felt uncertain and not very happy. She had to part with her cat 
after ten years. 

Early in February, there was an upsetting meeting with a friend — the 
first of its kind — concerning not being so clinging, and giving the sub- 
ject space. 

The conjunction weekend was reported as not being significant. She 
felt low and lost, too much in her head. A visit to her son helped, and she 
had recovered by the end of the month. Her musician son had more work 
than he could handle, which was unusual for him. She described her 
dream group as “unnerving”. 


T= 64-year-old woman: Transiting conjunction on her natal 


64-year-old woman: ¥ ¢ X on her 4" house QO ¢ Do 


The summer and autumn were times of unusual emotional experi- 
ences involving self-development, and being inspired by a young male 
friend’s courage in the face of life-threatening illness. 

\{ direct 13-15 October: Her first ever visit to a homeopath was on the 
14". The treatment has been helpful. 
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Towards Xmas she felt lethargic and unwell. She became involved in 
others’ difficulties, e.g. a young friend in turmoil over being sacked un- 
fairly from her job. 

Was it a fairly typical, average year? “A turning point year, overall. A 
year of ups and downs, a thread of loneliness running through, a strug- 
gle to accept things as they are and to live for the moment. Busier to- 
wards the end: involvement with a new group of women, a network be- 
ginning of new friends mixing with the old. Perhaps something more 
positive is emerging.” 


house ©, 0 her 12" house o”, & 60 the 4" house ¥. 

January 1997 was very difficult. A year earlier she had taken 
up a senior post with a major children’s charity in Africa. Now she was 
4,000 miles away from her loved ones and ill with a chest infection that 
led to a bad asthma attack. She felt pressured at work and was ill, miser- 
able and depressed. She was also aware of mourning the end of a whole 
period of her life, a move into being just herself with no emotional de- 
pendants. 


| Nourth. 45-year-old woman: Transiting conjunction on her 3 


45-year-old woman: \ ¢ on her 3“ house © 
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Concerning February, she wrote: “my inner life is a rampant beast 
with all sorts of questions and demands.” She was then starting a Juve- 
nile Justice research program, and got really good staff. She had visitors; 
although stressful, the companionship cheered her up. 

She experienced the conjunction weekend as significant: her visitors 
moved to their own house on the 16", leaving hers a shambles. She felt 
angry at being left with the detritus of others’ lives over the years, and a 
manipulative male boss triggered great anger. She realized that through- 
out her life she had backed down to “fucked-up, manipulative men. A 
frustrating weekend for me, by me, with me!” There was a really difficult 
visit late in February from an unstable and unsupportive Scottish friend. 

Summer to autumn was a very busy period that left her breathless and 
continually mentally questioning what she should do once the African 
contract finished. This became pressing. She was feeling lonely, lacking 
confidence, but also feeling on a complete high with all the options 
available. The Children’s Statute — children’s legislation unique in Af- 
rica, which had been her main area of work — became law on Ist August 
1997. “...humanitarian and founded on the UN Conventions on the 
Rights of the Child”. The country’s independence day is 26" January (O 
5° xz), which is also the subject’s birthday. She felt well regarded for her 
ideas and work. There was no shortage of internal job offers. 

Uranus direct 13-15 October: on 16" October she sent her first e-mail 
on her own number! Her daughter announced she was coming out for 
Xmas, bringing the subject’s son and ex-husband too. 

Odd and unclear encounters with men, including her ex-husband, who 
came out in the summer and again at Xmas with their grown-up children, 
continued throughout the year, as did a longing for intimacy but she was 
not prepared to take up the unsatisfactory situations on offer, and won- 
dered where she would go at the end of her contract. 

Has it been a fairly typical, average year? No, it was a year of con- 
solidating the change from one life to another before moving on to the 
next phase. “J think I have had to grow up somewhat and take care of 


myself.” 


5. 40-year-old female: transit conjunct was on her 8" house O, o° Min 
the 2™ & ¥ in her 5". She was the second subject in the previous issue. 


THE 2 PEOPLE 

Initially there were four 2 people, but one dropped out after having 
provided some vivid feedback on the significance of the conjunction 
weekend. As his radix 2 ¢ % was being transited by the conjunction, he 
ran into a journalist friend he hadn’t seen for a year. Saturday, 15" Feb- 
ruary, was spent hatching a new joint writing project, possibly a film 
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script, on a theme from Scottish crime history 


6. Female, 3lyears old. The transiting conjunction was on her 7" house 
Q in «x & Cher Ml. ) in the 4" Her experiences are described in the previ- 
ous issue, fifth subject. 


7. A 29-year-old male: transiting 4 ¢ \K was opposing his 5" house ? in 
Q,¢ GO in5" & a S rising in the 12". For chart and details see previ- 
ous issue, sixth subject. 


9, & K and the 2" house ¥ ¢ ¥o Q. 

January 1997 was very difficult. The subject experienced a 
very significant ending at an emotional level with her ex-husband. They 
have known each other for eighteen years, been apart for five. For the 
first time, she felt that the relationship was truly over. It was a very pain- 
ful period right through till mid February: “like a heavy weight on my 
shoulders.” 


| ; ighth. Female: 39 years old. Transiting conjunction on 5" house 


39-year-old woman:  ¢ K on her 5" house 2 


21° 42 43" 


February was full of anger. Illusions about her ex-husband were being 
swept away. She was “painfully trying to let go of something which no 
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longer serves me.” There was sense of rejection and not being valued. 

The weekend of 15-16 February was significant. The subject at- 
tended a tai-chi residential weekend. This was also the end of a very dif- 
ficult six-week period in which she had attempted to see the broader pic- 
ture and to "center and ground myself.” She came away feeling that 
“someone, somewhere had opened the curtains and I could see and feel 
the daylight again.” She felt much lighter, buoyant, less blaming, more 
accepting of who she is. 

The summer-autumn period was particularly turbulent and unpredict- 
able, a highlight being an unexpected trip to Cuba in late August that was 
decided on “out of the blue” in July. Her existing relationship was also 
turbulent and unpredictable. Should she leave or not? She had surprise 
meetings with “inspiring men” while traveling in Ireland in late July. She 
visited one of them in late September in Dublin; spontaneously respond- 
ing to an out-of-the-blue invitation. He was to become her new partner, 
and she went on holiday with him to Florida later in the year. The 10" 
October was the first time she felt clear enough to decide to end her ex- 
isting relationship. She had been feeling for many months that anything 
could happen in relationship issues. 

\{ direct 13-15 October: The subject couldn’t be specific about the ac- 
tual date, but thinks she ended her longstanding relationship sometime in 
the first two weeks of October. That wasn’t unexpected, but meeting a 
new partner over the summer certainly was. 

The ending of the year saw her new relationship developing. In De- 
cember she went on a free holiday to Florida with him to support his 
football team. Friends asked her, "How do you do it?” There were many 
short trips to and from Ireland. The feeling was of being in the right 
place at the right time — as if they had been destined to meet. There was 
lots of travel with the new man — unexpected and unplanned. Deeply 
bonding, deeply spiritual too, continuing till the end of January. 

Was it been a fairly typical, average year? No. "A roller coaster anda 
pleasant one! A very important year — pivotal in work and relationship. 
Huge choice to take time out from work — spiritual growth in that — off 
for over a year until September-October 1997. Met soulmate. Lots of 
travel and unexpected new adventures. 


THREE Q PEOPLE 


inth. 44-year-old woman: Transiting 4 ¢ K on her 3“ house 
Q, & a her wide 7" house o ¢ . 


January 1997 was very difficult. “There was every possible 
delay at work. Workmen didn’t turn up — every effort to go ahead with 
practical ideas (home improvements) was blocked. Very, very frustrat- 
ing!” 
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During the first two weeks of February, she felt more energetic: very 
busy at work, more positive. “Clear vision of what lay ahead one mo- 
ment, then nothing the next.” 

The subject says she experienced nothing significant over the week- 
end of 15-16 February. 

In the last two weeks of February “Jt seemed to happen all around 
me. My friend M broke her ankle, and was in constant touch. Her gen- 
eral health has also broken down. Acquaintances keep phoning me with 
health problems, even hospitalization!” 


39-year-old woman: 4 ¢ on her 3™ house Q 


In July her elder sister opened up enough to let her know more about 
her early childhood. These were important revelations: the subject’s 
mother had had a very difficult birth with her. “We almost didn't make 
it!” The subject had no great problems that month; but everyone else 
seemed to be bringing her theirs. Her friend M, experiencing “one of her 
lows”, was never off the phone. Her friend J’s daughter had an abortion 
which didn’t go well. A young friend of 27, pregnant, needed her support 
and to confide in her. 

“Diana’s death at the end of August affected everyone.” The subject 
attended a funeral the same day as Diana’s, and a wedding that evening! 
A major event occurred that week when an old family friend turned up 
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out of the blue desperately needing help. He had been missing from 
home since the summer of 95, and looked as though he’d been sleeping 
rough; he was dirty and very hungry. He stayed with the subject and her 
family for a while. Never talked about his own family; our subject didn’t 
press him. In the same week, “just as J thought I couldn't get any more 
surprises,” a former neighbor she hadn’t seen for years appeared out of 
nowhere. He was finding things too rough in South Africa and was look- 
ing for a job in Scotland. Also, the subject’s daughter had just started at 
University: “I’m back and fore helping her to settle in ... a new and ex- 
citing time for her” 

\{ direct 13-15 October: No feedback given. 

The subject reported needing to “re-evaluate, move forward and look 
at old problems in a different way” as the year drew to a close. In the 
first two weeks of December 1997, people she had not seen for years 
reappeared suddenly, creating unforeseen problems, with the people 
closest to her looking to her for answers. 

Was it a fairly typical, average year? No. It was very much a year of 
reevaluating, with more than her fair share of pressure coming from the 
outside through people turning to her for help. “Very disorganized at 
best, but Feb 1998 seemed to have arrived with a big bang. Now I am 
organizing myself! 


enth. Female, 44 years old: Transiting 4 ¢ X on 3" house Q, 4 

j \ close to the 8" cusp. 

January 1997 was very difficult. Very different aspects of re- 
lationship with males were experienced. On the one hand, her partner’s 
adult son’s appreciation of her maternal role, on the other home truths to 
her partner from his son to which he responded with heavy drinking and 
an episode of serious self harm. Then there was a visit from a male friend 
of 24 years: usually he and she were lovers, but not this time. As a result 
it was a more positive encounter than ever. 

During the first two weeks of February, the subject experienced the 
anniversary of her husband’s death in 1983 more poignantly than usual. 
She felt a need to make space for grieving in a way that she hadn’t for 
many years. 

She couldn’t recall anything of particular significance over the con- 
junction weekend. 

February was full of grief over her husbands’ death, plus feelings of 
stress brought on by demands made by several young adults, a dear 
friend’s hospitalization, and her partner not taking responsibility for his 
actions. 

1997 was a year of attending international conferences, the first on 
11" July. This was a very positive experience, after which she planned to 
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attend a conference in England in September 97. In the week of 14" July 
came the news that that an old friend had died while on holiday. He had 
been a friend of her husband’s, and his death released an anger she’d re- 
pressed since the loss of her husband. “The period from June to Oct has 
been very powerful for me — both long awaited inner shifts and changes, 
as well as an abundance of new experiences and encounters away from 
home that have enriched my life personally and professionally” 


44-year-old woman:  ¢ K on her 3™ house Q, & A } at 8" cusp 


X direct 13-15 October: On the 14", she clearly decided to terminate 
her current therapeutic relationship. She changed her mind the next day, 
halfway through the session. 

January1998, when she went to the USA, was of great significance 
for her. Going without her partner, having decided that “it would be a 
journey for me”, she attended a major therapy conference, made some 
deep new contacts, and had several very powerful experiences: “brought 
together my Scottish and American selves". Next, she had a profound and 
positive reunion with two women friends with whom she had lived 25 
years ago. She then revisited two men who had been central to her 
emerging sexuality 25 years before. This too was very positive and af- 
firming. Finally, she visited her sisters. 
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Was it a fairly typical, average year? “A lot of what I struggled with 
in 1997 had to do with bringing aspects of myself back into the light of 
day and breathing fresh life into them. These are aspects intimately con- 
nected to my essence — spiritually and sexually. Most of 97, in Glasgow, 
had mainly to do with introducing these aspects to others: especially to 
others in my professional life. My experience of January 1998 saw the 
integration happen. (Despite their earlier difficulties, by the year’s end 
her partner had played an important positive role in this process.) So fo 
sum up: 1997 came in like a brutal nightmare that I struggled with for 
months, and went out (in January 1998) like a dream come true!!”” 


6" house Q, it squares the $/2 midpoint in the 9°. 
This is one of the two participants not resident in Scotland. 
She is a professional astrologer. 

January 1997 was very difficult. Her post-graduate dissertation, hav- 
ing been kept for six months, was at last returned on 6" January with a 
request for her to contact her tutor about corrections needed in order to 
pass. Two frustrating weeks followed of trying to set up a meeting with 
the tutor. 

Early in January she did a horary on “Js Tony Bullimore Alive?” and 
determined that he was. She was correct. This round-the-world yachts- 
man was rescued off the coast of Australia near the Southern Ocean, in a 
blaze of international publicity. 

At the end of January, she contacted his agent after learning a British 
and an Australian magazine would both be publishing articles by her on 
this. The agent wanted her to discuss the creation of a book on astrology 
that they would then promote. In February, the final drafts of the article 
were accepted for publication. 

The weekend of 15-16 February was significant. “7 forecast to the 
above agents that the Tory party would be defeated, and Labour put into 
power at the next General Election, although 1 had put this in print in 
the Spring of 1995 in Realta. I was also preparing to present a local talk 
(on the 21") on research in astrology, and still very surprised at myself 
having become so involved and dedicated to the scientific approach to 
astrology.” During the last two weeks of February she was continuing to 
realize and be surprised at her involvement and dedication to a scientific 
approach to astrology. 

In the last two weeks of August, “my personal style changed. I spent 
a great deal of money on clothes and my appearance and suddenly 
started to look like the old pre-children me again — made me feel happy 
and good about myself. Got my old smile back!” 

On the 11" September, her husband won the franchise for a local ra- 


| : leventh. Another 44-year-old woman: transiting 4 ¢ ){ on her 
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dio station. On 15" September her Masters Degree was officially 
awarded. During the autumn period, a major national magazine ex- 
pressed interest in her personal astrology project. She wrote a lengthy 
article on the Northern Ireland peace process for the Astrological Jour- 
nal, and obtained some good new data. 


44-year-old woman: 4} ¢ K on her 6" house Q 


X direct 13-15 October: The subject gave a talk to the Urania Trust on 
October 15" on the Northern Ireland peace process, got lost on the way, 
and was forty minutes late. 

Her astro-fashion profile project was consolidated during the October 
to January period, with helpful input and support from her business part- 
ner, and in the early part of December Vogue magazine confirmed that 
they were featuring it in their March issue. (Note: this had been delayed 
at time of writing) She also had work published on Health and Astrology 
and was booked for a workshop in Dublin in the early spring. The Fac- 
ulty of Astrological Studies 50" anniversary celebrations were consoli- 
dated, and the brochure finally produced. Her husband’s mother died on 
19" December after a long illness — a relief for her and for them. He is 
the only child and inherited the whole estate. From mid January the sub- 
ject started piano lessons for the first time. 

Has it been a fairly typical, average year? “Not a typical average 


85 


Whitaker: Jupiter conjunct Uranus, Part 3 


year. Progressed Neptune went direct as an indicator of my involvement 
with music and fashion/image. Overall, though, I am more independent, 
outspoken, confident and also philosophical than I have ever been in my 
life. I have hopes and ambitions, but my acceptance of the possibility of 
their failure is now part and parcel of the effort rather than a block to it. 


TWO \ RETURN PEOPLE 

Initially there were four 4 Return people but unfortunately the two 
youngest, a man and woman, both aged 23, dropped out before the end of 
the survey. I was left wondering what had happened to the rest of their 
year. 

In mid-February the young man had e-mailed NASA with an original 
computing idea: “they replied and asked me to forward details” (4 in his 
6" house). 

The young woman (¥ in her 10") had become the manager of an up- 
and-coming rock band in February, after having had to fight hard against 
a lot of opposition in January to capitalize on the opportunity. 


welfth. 36-year-old man, transiting 4 ¢ X on natal ¥ & * 3 in 
the 8" house. 

This was the only participant who didn’t find January 1997 
very difficult. He had a very good month. In mid-January, he almost pro- 
posed to his girlfriend - but had to be “utterly sure” and so didn’t. 
Shortly after she married someone else; his decision was thus very sig- 
nificant in the light of subsequent events. 

The first two weeks of February were the focus of a tempestuous time 
building up with his relationship. 

He said that the conjunction weekend had been significant. His part- 
ner was away that weekend: there were very strange events over the pe- 
riod of 13-17 February surrounding what looked like her pregnancy, but 
which very quickly turned out not to be. The subject was still wavering 
over the question of marriage: his partner also seemed to have a much 
older suitor who had declared his intention to marry her, hovering in the 
wings. 

As February ended, their complex and increasingly tense relationship 
situation continued, with the subject standing back from his partner B 
and the other, older suitor being “right in there”. In mid-March he was 
stunned when B told him that she was going to marry the older man. 

Mid-July to mid-October 1997 saw continuing contact with “a genu- 
inely lovely bunch of new friends” from all over the world. The subject 
was very aware of “that serendipity with which I have been blessed" at 
work “those last few months”. He reported a period of philosophical re- 
flection and learning deeply about both the brighter and the darker di- 
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mensions of human nature, and a tying up of loose ends from the past. In 
the second week of August the family home of twenty years was sold, 
and his parents prepared to move to a smaller house. 


36-year-old man: \ ¢ { on his natal 12" house 4 


He found the death of Diana and Mother Theresa very affecting. 
Then, the day after Diana’s funeral he had a call from B, his former girl- 
friend. She had married her older suitor in May, and was calling to com- 
plain about her new husband’s erratic behavior, and to try to make things 
all right with our subject. 

M direct 13-15 October: 15" October was former partner B’s birthday. 
A friend advised that it would be hurtful if he didn’t mark the occasion. 
He sent a card, and on 14 October did numerology on his, hers and an- 
other key woman’s birth dates. All three came out as 1 for their name 
and surname, and 8 for their date of birth! The birthday card was re- 
turned unopened, with an uncharacteristically terse note from B, inside a 
bag with her new husband’s handwriting on it. 

He described the period from mid-October 1997 to mid-January 1998 
as a time when he began to realize that “there is always a light at the end 
... you cannot exist on hope ... you have to act as well ... strength surely 
comes with recognition of the escapist element.” He came into a substan- 
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tial amount of money at the end of November. Both his parents and his 
brother moved house in December. Meeting a girl he really liked, (also a 
number 8 numerologically) although nothing came of it, helped him to 
move on. In December he heard that another ex-partner had been in a bad 
car crash, and was lucky to survive. The first two weeks of December 
were a time of great buoyancy and hope, culminating in a telephone mes- 
sage from B, and a Xmas card. He was “heartbroken for her, touched in 
my soul by her hope for me.” 

Has it been a fairly typical, average year? No. A changed work pat- 
tern: away (flying) for days at a time.” If J had not learned what I had 
learned, been where I had been, started on this journey, the year would 
not have hurt, or meant, as much as it did.” 


Zac. 

January 1997 was very difficult. With very little notice, the 
subject was asked to supervise a student for six weeks; as she was setting 
up new student groups at this time, she found this additional assignment 
stressful. The student was passive, reluctant to take initiatives. She had to 
struggle with her own irritation and her desire to take initiatives for him, 
and had to compile a final report for him in February. 

During the first two weeks of February, her mother-in-law had a triple 
bypass operation following a major heart attack. “J felt torn between 
family pressure and professional obligations." The subject felt she ne- 
glected her student and that she didn’t provide her husband with the emo- 
tional support he probably needed. She experienced the conjunction 
weekend as significant. That weekend her husband’s mother was dis- 
charged home from hospital after heart surgery. The subject’s perception 
was that her whole life was going to be disrupted from that point on by 
mother-in-law’s dependence on her and her husband. In the latter part of 
February she telephoned a man with whom she had had intense relation- 
ship, to be told that he wasn’t available; she knew this was untrue. Ini- 
tially hurt, she then felt great relief “as if J had cast off a persistent 
shadow.” She assessed this period as representing a definitive ending 
and a promising beginning. In the period from mid-July to mid-October 
1997, her husband resumed drinking after 2% years’ abstinence. “This 
initially caused me to feel something like despair — then I became re- 
solved not to put up with this situation yet again.” At the end of Septem- 
ber, as her husband lapsed into his previous pattern of alcohol abuse, she 
resolved to take some action. Last time, against her better judgment, she 
had stuck around and in the process lost a measure of self-respect. 

\{ direct 13-15 October: this was not experienced as significant. 


Tes" Female, aged 47: Transit } ¢ X on natal 4 in 5" \, ¢ 
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47-year-old woman: ¥ ¢ on her natal 5" house ¥ 


In the lead up to the Festive Season she remembers that she felt quite 
detached, reflecting at times “this is the last time I'll be doing this “as 
she wrote Xmas cards or put up familiar decorations. There was very 
little emotional involvement. She felt as though she was operating on 
“automatic pilot.” Early in December she was shocked to hear that her 
sister’s marriage was heading for the rocks; she had never suspected 
there were problems. Her sister lives in the USA. 

When asked if it had been a fairly typical, average year, she provided 
a clear and interesting summary of her fourth 4 Return, with an accent 
on the positive facets of her life, but no direct response to the question 
about the significance of 1997. Neither did she disclose whether she and 
her husband had separated or not. 
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TWO *% PEOPLE 
ourteenth. 35 year-old Female: Transiting 4 ¢ K on natal ) ¢ % 
FE: the 12" house. Note the emphasis on ** and the 12" house in 
this chart. 

January 1997 was very difficult. The subject and her partner were ill 
and off work, and there were staff shortages at work because of illness. 
Faulty equipment at work also meant time off -- she is a dentist. “J felt 
the relationship (with her partner) improving and started to let my guard 
down. Discovered on 25" January that he had been lying re, visits to his 
former partner's daughter behind my back — told him to leave.” 


w 
6 oe Of Ro 31 


35 year-old Female: 4 ¢ X on natal ) o 4 

She experienced great difficulties and adjustments all year. These 
largely centered round the issue of custody and access to children and 
their well-being, and involved both her current partner and her ex- 
husband, whom she had left after having had an affair. As the year went 
on she became more able and determined, through conflict, to stand up 
for herself and not allow herself to be pushed around by her husband and 
his relatives. She signed divorce consent papers in July. The divorce 
came through in November. 

Her son broke his arm in July. In August her partner’s teenage chil- 
dren came to her house for their first weekend with their father in ten 
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years. In September her partner’s son was hospitalized with a bowel 
complaint. A bitter controversy with her ex-husband increased through- 
out the year, the battlefield being the issue of access to her two pre- 
teenage children. There were some very tempestuous episodes that cul- 
minated in December when she dumped her wedding ring and all the 
gifts he had given her during their marriage on his doorstep. After this 
their communication was solely through their solicitors. 

The participant experienced the conjunction weekend as being mod- 
erately significant. On Saturday 15" February she attended an astrology 
seminar on the Hubers’ approach to the Moon’s Nodes. She found this 
fascinating. It prompted her to seriously reflect on the question of rein- 
carnation. 

Frequent computer problems occurred through the summer and au- 
tumn — hardly surprising with o', 4 and the ) in = being triggered by 
the conjunction! Here’s what she wrote: “29 July, got new astrology 
programme. Computer broke down 15 Aug. Monitor broken due to in- 
competence of store and service, took 5 weeks to get a replacement. Then 
discovered hard drive had gone too. Problems getting this seen to. Even- 
tually fixed 14 Oct 1997 (the day X went direct). Felt continually frus- 
trated and jinxed during the period, especially re computer.” There were 
several additional comments about her bad luck and how this had never 
happened before. 

Has it been a fairly typical, average year? “No. Growing up time. I 
feel that so much has happened that sometimes I’m left thinking ‘was that 
this year or last year’? I feel that I’m very much more aware of other 
people's behavior. I've become more concerned about my children and 
their feelings, and less concerned about whether my relationship with my 
partner will work out or not. I've also felt very restless about my job — 
not sure about what I want to do.’ 


15. Maxine, a 35-year-old female: 4 ¢ \K fell on her 5" house » ¢ 83, 
4 MC, = the rising X, & * © ¢ ¥ in » in the 4" house. Maxine’s experi- 
ences are described in the previous issue, she was the first subject. 


One & Person 

16. A 41-year-old male. 4- conjunction was on his 11" house 4, 
widely ¢ % in the 11" & 0 ¥ in the 6", See the previous issue, third sub- 
ject. 


One MCIIC Person 

17. Male, 51 years old: his MC at 6° 5 was squared by the transiting 4 o K 
from the 6" house, widely opposing radix P (IC ruler) in the 12". See the previ- 
ous issue, fourth subject. rs) 
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12" April 1919- 9" February 2000 


12:11:14 PM UT, Saturday, 12" April 1919 (data from Alexander) 
Zurich: 47N22’57”, 8E33 


Isaac Starkman writes: 

I have just received the very sad news of Alexander Mart’s passing away af- 
ter more than five years of great suffering from the severe brain stroke he had on 
4" October 1994. 

My first connection with Alexander was made in 1985 after eleven years of 
extensive experiments of every known system of rectification. I was almost in 
despair as none gave me the necessary solid ground I’m seeking. I was very 
happy to read his books and started immediately to work with his programs, at 
that time on an old, slow computer. 

Over the years 1985-1994 we exchanged over a hundred letters and each of 
his letter was full of gems! He checked all my rectifications and never tired of 
explaining my errors to me in his succinct English, always giving me his 
enlightened advice. 

In 1964 Alexander was the first European astrologer who worked with astro- 
logical programs, having access to a large IBM computer. He learnt program- 
ming at age 45 and wrote all his own programs — all completely bug free! In 
1962 he was the first astrologer to recognize the immense value of the Topocen- 
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tric system. Later he developed the Dual Test technique, which along would 
have earned him a Nobel Prize, if such a prize were awarded for astrology! His 
full 25 pages autobiography was published in his book “Astrologers, Kings, 
Politicians and others”. 

Alexander’s achievements are enormous: 6 books, 150 articles, and over 350 
published rectifications. Although he made some errors, many of his rectifica- 
tions proved to be very accurate, which is amazing if we remember that he 
worked for many years without a computer or with an old, slow one with simple 
programs. He also made a deep research into mundane astrology and, as far as I 
know, all of his predictions proved to be accurate. 

Cyril Fagan once wrote to him: “With your superb astrological knowledge it 
is a pity you didn’t emigrate to the USA years ago. Had you turned professional 
you would surely have been a millionaire by now”. But Alexander never thought 
of making money from astrology. On the contrary, he spent much money on the 
production of his books in a purely idealistic attitude. He also spent much time 
and money helping astrologers in every way, freely giving computers and his 
programs to the poor astrologers of South America and rectifying the charts of 
many astrologers free of charge. With his Q rising he was very generous. 

He complained about certain astrologers that obstructed his work, “we have 
to fight against the fictional systems “ he wrote me again and over. After all, he 
was an T with o’ on the MC! (Heliocentric ¢ exactly on MC in opposition to 
heliocentric ¥). 

He wrote, “unfortunately, the astrological output of most astrologers re- 
mained in the ‘belief system’ (fictional)... My ¥ in 12th with relationship to the 
Q, both mundane and in eclipto results in my struggle against fiction and as- 
trologers who naturally don’t like my approach to the subject.” 

In one of his last letters he wore, “In general, I’m satisfied with my indefati- 
gable efforts during the 45 years of astrological research. It is a pity that there 
are almost no people who are either understanding the revolutionary develop- 
ment of astrology or being able to merely reproduce the matter...” 

With his death I have lost a superb teacher and the astrological community 
has lost one of the great astrologers of the 20th century. 

—Tel Aviv 


Axel Harvey writes: 

Alexander Marr was the astrologer’s astrologer. Between the deaths of 
A. P. Nelson Page and Wendel Polich, and the recent rise of younger artists like 
Isaac Starkman and Rumen Kolev, he was undoubtedly the world's most highly 
regarded technician of primary directions and_ rectification through primaries. 
He used, and forcefully advocated, the Topocentric system. 

From the 1950s to the early 1990s Marr published dozens of tightly- 
argued rectifications of celebrities and historical figures. It is emblematic of the 
high regard in which his work was held that John Addey would state his own 
birth time as adjusted by Marr, giving credit to the rectifier. 

My only meeting with him occurred in 1990, when I helped edit one of his 
books. Although extremely kind and attentive he was unaware of how discon- 
certing he could be with his frank opinions, always delivered in a strong, asser- 
tive voice. After a day's work we would drive to the splendid beech woods out- 
side Trier and hunt for mushrooms. One day we came upon a tiny patch where 
trees had been cut down and a few branches left scattered on the ground. "What 
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a shame," he boomed, "that no-one has cleaned up this mess!" Then he turned to 
me and asked, "And the forest in Canada, Harvey, is it well kept?" I did not have 
the heart to remind him that the Canadian forest could easily cover the distance 
from Paris to Moscow, or to admit that it was not kept at all. 

During the Second World War Alexander Marr served in Luftwaffe intelli- 
gence. An accomplished violinist and devoted lover of music, he was concert- 
master of the Dublin Symphony after the war. He died on 9 February 2000. 

—Montreal 


In 1990 Alexander Marr commented on his own chart as follows' : 

The two main planets in my chart are o" high in the sky in the 9" near the 
MC, in its domicile T, and on the ASC — by tradition in its second sign of 
detriment, the masculine sign £2. 

+ receives an almost exact trine from the © high in the sky, orb 3° of arc. 
This is of major importance because the © is placed in a favorable position. The 
© also strengthens o” with its approach by the secondary measurement. The O) 
high in the sky may also have reflected that I was a committee member in two 
orchestras, altogether for eight years. So far this O-o'-* combination has 
helped me overcome all illnesses and accidents, even those that were thought to 
be fatal, in a comparatively short time. I have quickly recovered from illnesses 
throughout my life. 

+ caused many serious, negative events in connection with my father. Al- 
though I was able to overcome all this because of the benefic O, I bear some 
psychological scars. The early separation from my mother is clearly shown by 
the 2 0 to the angular ». 

Although anti-military (5) since my earliest life, 1 was 25 years in the Lujt- 
waffe, most of this (23 years) in Intelligence as a specialist in deciphering Rus- 
sian codes. Deciphering, the Russian language, and the military character of the 
job are without any doubt well symbolized by 9, © and ¢ in the 9" house. 

My second profession was violin playing in Radio Symphony orchestras (15 
years) and for 20 years in the Opera Orchestra of Trier as a deputy. This is 
symbolized by @ in its best sign 6 in the 10" house (profession). My absolute 
pitch & a good proportional feeling and judgment I owe to the planets 2, o and *. 

My abilities in sports, mainly in shooting competitions, are represented by 
¢’, which body also applies to hunting and my interest in discovering the world 
of animals. 

My interest in all kinds of science is reflected by the trine of 4 to MK. This as- 
pect becomes important because the MC is at their midpoint. B (OA = 82°24") 
in paran conjunction with (OA = 83°20") may also be regarded as a support of 
this configuration. 

My ) in the 2, 4 9, confirms satisfactory finances through my whole life 
and the fact that I was not a day without a job. Besides this, I always looked for 
secure jobs as an employee — ) (2™ house) in I, 4 2 (10" house). 

I had extraordinary support from my violin teachers and from my superiors 
in the airforce. ¥ in 11" symbolizes this. Much support was also received from 


' Taken from Alexander Marr’s Astrologers, Kings, Politicians & Others, pp. 84-86. 
Published in 1990 by Ediciones Sirio, Pedro 1, Rivera 3916 4° E, 1430 Buenos Aires, 
Argentina (ISBN: 950-9183-09-1). 
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notable astrologers. 

¥ in 12" is without any doubt the most evil companion of my life. It was in- 
volved in a serious case of diphtheria, not recognized at the time; three doctors 
already had given me up. With ¥ in 12° (enemies) I also had to combat all of the 
Neptunian astrologers who have obstructed my work by not giving me an oppor- 
tunity to publish articles in their journals. ¥ also indicates my bad habit of 
smoking. I gave it up about one year ago. My comparatively lucky life — sur- 
viving World War I, serious illnesses and accidents — plus a good instinct in 
decisions, I partly owe to Sirius rising. 

People who have met me will have noticed that I have an absolutely extro- 
vert personality. This is reflected by the position of four radical planets high in 
the sky and the distribution of planets on the east side of the horoscope. 


Before his stroke, Alexander Marr was a frequent and much appreciated con- 
tributor to Considerations. Go to www:considerations-mag.com for details of 
his many articles that were published in this magazine. 


Charles Harvey 
22" June 1940-22™ February 2000 


Lois Rodden writes: 

Charles died peacefully on February 22, 2000 at 2:50 AM GMT at his home 
in England with his wife Suzi, daughter Natasha and sons Giles and Alexander 
at his side. A well-known and loved astrologer, teacher, organizer, author, re- 
searcher and counselor, Harvey was an integral part of British astrology for 
more than thirty years. He worked as a full-time pro since 1966, at which time 
he earned his diploma from the Faculty of Astrological Studies. In 1973, as 
President of the British Astrological Association, he oversaw its growth to 1,500 
members. He is the co-author of Mundane Astrology and Working with Astrol- 
ogy. With Liz Greene, he directed the Center for Psychological Astrology in 
London. In 1994 he stepped down as the AA President. For the past year 
Charles dealt with a form of lymphatic cancer that restricted his activities. 

—Yucaipa, California 


Ken Gillman writes: 

I never met Charles after he had attained to such a high level of recognition 
in international astrological circles. My own memories go back to November 
1966 when I returned to London after some years in South Arabia to discover 
that my astrological mentor, Ernest Page, was dead, very much as he had pre- 
dicted he would be, murdered while sitting listening to a military band in Lon- 
don’s Hyde Park that summer. 

That’s when I first met Charles. I had gone to the Astrological Lodge of the 
Theosophical Society in Marylebone, hoping to learn more about the circum- 
stances of Emest’s death. Charles was the only person who didn’t stare blankly 
when I mentioned Page. He knew all the details, and was able to tell me most of 
what I wanted to know. The obituary Charles later wrote for Ernest in the AA’s 
Journal is something I’ve always cherished. 
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Charles Harvey 
8:16 AM UT, 22™ June 1940 (data from Charles) 
Little Bookham, Surrey: 5IN16, 0W23. 


And this type of situation repeated itself again and again. If there was any 
subject, usually relating to astrology in some sense or other, but not that alone, 
that I or anyone else wanted to know about, then Charles was the person to ask. 
He appeared to be aware of just about everything that was going on — the latest 
work of Barbault and Ebertin, of Jayne, Marr, Gauquelin, and Landscheidt — 
who was researching what and their results, both in the world of astrology and in 
allied fields. He was never too busy, despite having accepted many responsibili- 
ties, he always seemed eager to patiently explain the latest findings of research- 
ers who were confirming the validity of astrology. 

Charles stimulated people. He persuaded them to get up off their backsides 
and do things they never believed themselves capable of doing. He had me pre- 
pare a presentation to the British Medical Council and I clearly remember the 
pair of us arguing before that illustrious, bone-headed body in a fruitless attempt 
to get our hands on data from one of their cohort studies. 

Besides being one of the very few at the time who fully understood Addey’s 
work on harmonics, Charles was an authority on the midpoint system of Rein- 
hold Ebertin. He subsequently became an expert on mundane and financial as- 
trology, and his regular column on these subjects was always the first thing I 
turned to when the AA’s Astrological Journal arrived in my mailbox. 
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Quiet and always well mannered, Charles was an enthusiastic prodder, a 
proficient goader, never (not when I knew him) someone who put himself for- 
ward, but always a person who could and would persuade others to act and to do 
things they never really intended doing. He was able to do this simply by being 
so enthusiastic about a subject, whatever it was, that others soon found they'd 
caught the same bug. During his lengthy term as President of the Astrological 
Association he stimulated many radical changes: membership greatly increased, 
publications appeared more frequently, premises were acquired, and the AA’s 
annual conference that began as a minor one-day gathering became a must-go-to 
international event. 

He could be dangerous. It was Charles who phoned late one evening in early 
August of 1969 and persuaded me to attend Ebertin’s Aalen conference the fol- 
lowing week. He knew I was planning a trip to Germany so the slight alteration 
shouldn’t be too much of a problem. Events were set in motion that resulted in 
my relocation to the US seven months later. I've now been here fully thirty 
years and sometimes wonder how different my life might have been had I never 
met Charles Harvey. —Goldens Bridge, New York 


Who ? 


VY Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, is a profes- 
sional violinist. Her articles have appeared in many publications. She lives on the 
Essex coast in England 


Vv Olivia Barclay, the author of Horary Astrology Rediscovered, may be the person 
responsible for the current reawakened concern throughout the astrolo; logical world 
with traditional and classical astrology. Olivia, who celebrated her 80" birthday in 
December, is the principle of the Qualifying Horary Diploma course, which she di- 
rects from her home in England. 


Vv Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Vv Dr. Rumen Koley is the author of Placidus, a software program for Primary Direc- 
tions. Educated as an economist at the University of Washington in Seattle, Rumen 
is now a medical intern in Bulgaria, where he is also currently teaching Babylonian 


Astrology by correspondence course. Zenith@mbox.digsys.be 


V__ Elaine Krengel is a retired business woman, C.P.A., and university instructor. Her 
articles have appeared in The Traditional Astrologer, Astrologer's Apprentice and 
the Astrology & Medicine Newsletter. The best of her horary experiences have been 
finding lost dogs; the worst, to not find them. She lives in St. Croix River in western 
Wisconsin. Lillian@win.bright.net 


V__ Dr. Doug Smith, a leading astrologer in the Toronto area, teaches at York Univer- 
sity. His article on China’s patterns of crisis in this issue is from his book Big 
Waves on the Far Shore: Towards an Astrology of Great Visions. 


V__ Isaac Starkman specializes in rectification & is the creator of the software package 
Polaris. He lives in Tel Aviv, Isracl. stark@NetVision.i] 


Vv Anne Whitaker’s writings have appeared in a wide range of publications both in 
the UK and the US. She holds the Diploma from the Centre of Psychological As- 
trology, directed by Liz Greene and Charles Harvey. Anne is based in Glasgow, 
Scotland and can be contacted as astrolacad@aol.com. 
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